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C o rre c tio n :
F. Carl Prewett, GGph'66, was listed in error under the general membership in the Honor 
Roll o f Donors listing in the winter 2004 issue. He should have been listed under the 
Claghn of the Celtic Cross ($100,000-$249,999). We regret the error.
C la r if ie s  t io n :
We received several comments regarding the F-22 Raptor, which we featured on the 
cover of the winter 2004 Alumnus. While Lockheed Martin holds the primary contract 
on the F-22 Raptor, Boeing reports that the company "is teamed with Lockheed Martin 
and Pratt & Whitney to design and build the F-22 Raptor for the U.S. Air Force. Boeing 
supplies the F-22's wings and aft fuselage, integrates and tests the advanced avionics 
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E ntrepreneurs  
and Leaders
W e  w a n t your stories for a n e w  
series in the Alumnus and on the w e b
We want to feature some of our more recent 
leaders in the magazine and on a new website. 
To be considered, please complete the form 
below and fax it to the UMR Office of Public 
Relations at (573) 341-6157. Or email the 
information to news@umr.edu, or mail this 
form to our office at 105-A Campus Support 
Facility, 1870 Miner Circle, University of 








Do you know of a fellow graduate who should be included 
in our records? If so, please provide the name, title, 
address, phone number and email address here.
FAX: (573) 341-6157 •  EMAILNEWS@UMR.EDU 
MAIL: 105-A CSF, 1870 MINER CIRCLE, 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-ROLLA, ROLLA, M 0 65409-0220
G et th e  ca rd  th a t supports  the  
M S M -U M R  
A lu m n i 
A s s o c ia tio n  
w ith  e v ery  
p u rch as e .
Announcing the new University of Missouri-Rolla Alumni 
Association Card. With this exclusive card, you'll enjoy all 
the advantages of Platinum Card Membership, including:
•  No annual fee
• Low introductory rate
• 24-hour card member service
• Travel insurance and travel assistance
• Discounts on rental cars —  and more!
Most important, it's the only card that automatically benefits 
the MSM-UMR Alumni Association in its efforts to assist the 
campus and serve alumni.
Apply today! Call 1-800-853-5576, 
extension 8374 or visit www.umr.edu 
and click on alumni link at left.
Textbooks • UMR clo th ing •  Gifts fo r any occasion 
Shop at ww w.um rbookstore.com
UMR alumni clothing and spirit items 





M-F 8-6; Sat. Noon-4 
Where profits provide support 
to the UMR campus
UMR
BOOKSTORE
MARY HELEN STOLTZ, '95
News & Features Editor
srzTiTiW i rrai r s iT C i
When R.W. Douthat, a Confederate captain during the Civil War, joined the MSM 
faculty in 1873 as an English professor, he brought a bit of culture to the fledgling 
campus. A lover of music, Douthat founded a school called the Western Musical 
Conservatory in the early 1880s, and according to local hearsay, Castleman Hall, which 
houses UMR's current performing arts programs, may stand on the very site of Douthat's 
conservatory.
Like Castleman Hall today, Douthat's conservatory was popular among townspeople. 
"The Rolla public was delighted with all this opportunity thus afforded for true culture 
and art" when Douthat's conservatory opened on Sept. 29, 1882, wrote Bonita H. and 
Clair V. Mann in The History o f Missouri School o f Mines and Metallurgy. But its 
presence did not sit well with some MSM faculty members, and Douthat left the school 
and Rolla in 1884. The captain's vision of putting performing arts in close proximity with 
the school of mines lived on, however. (See page 18 for more on the history o f 
performing arts at UMR.)
Today, students interested in performing arts have more than 20 drama, vocal and 
instrumental groups to choose from as a creative outlet. This issue of the Alumnus 
profiles a few of these talented students and the groups they represent.
As a graduate of UMR's College of Arts and Sciences, I am proud to focus my first 
issue as news and features editor of the MSM-UMR Alumnus on the university's liberal 
arts side. After all, even engineers and scientists enjoy a little entertainment, once in a 
while.
(Note: Andrew Careaga, former Alumnus news and features editor, became interim 
director o f communications for UMR in September)
The MSM-UMR Alumni Association 
publishes the MSM-UMR Alumnus to 
communicate and reflect the past, 
current and future interests of the 
alumni of the Missouri School of Mines 
and the University of Missouri-Rolla.
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-ROLLA 
CHANCELLOR
Gary Thomas




Lindsay Lomax Bagnall, ’76
The MSM-UMR Alumnus is written, 
edited and designed by the staff of the 
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and the MSM-UMR Alumni Association.
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Letters to the editor
Thank you all for sending the M SM - 
UMR Alumnus regularly. As you may know, 
over here things are about the same as 
ever. I enjoy reading all the Alumnus 
(magazines) received. The past and present 
information in them is so interesting and 
sometimes makes me feel young again.
Aung Thein, MetE'58, Yangon, Myanmar
Editor's note: This letter was received before the 
December 2004 tsunami that hit Myanmar.
I just received the latest edition of the 
Alumnus. I thought this was a great 
production w ith some great photos from 
Boeing! I have been viewing some of the 
other alumni association productions from 
other institutions and this really ranks highly 
from w hat I have seen.
Perrin Poller, GeoE'80, Spring, Texas
Amy Edwards' article on KMNR in the 
winter 2004 edition of the MSM-UMR 
Alumnus was absolutely perfect and truly 
captured the spirit of the station in two 
beautifully written pages. Thank you very 
much, not only for myself, but for all of the 
people who contributed so much to the
creative energies of the station whose work 
and memory you have honored. I was most 
moved by the fact that you included my tribute 
to Jon Fredrickson, NucE'76.
Your article captured the growth, 
development and metamorphosis of a radio 
station that, through it all, has maintained its 
fiercely independent spirit and still works its 
free-format magic in an age when pre-mixed, 
colorless, insipid and formulaic "product lines" 
force-fed to the public though the radio 
airwaves seem to be the only option left on 
the dial.
I was honored and flattered that you asked 
me to contribute to your article, and very 
happy to do so. The honor and passion of your 
article filled my heart. It is very satisfying to 
have the university acknowledge the 
contributions of all of us -  and they could not 
have picked a better person to capture that.
Mark Williams, NucE'80, KMNR 74-80, 
St. Joseph, Mich.
Editor's note: Amy Edwards was inspired by her 
story to join the ranks of the KMNR deejays.
She's in training now, but will be turned loose 
on the air waves in fall 2005. Listen online 
Tuesdays between 12:15 and 3 p.m. at 
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UMR's perform ing arts program s
give students a chance to express their creative 
sides. From large-scale musical productions to 
intimate improvisational comedy, from an 
orchestra complete w ith  a string section to a 
piano recital, from contemporary choral groups 
to the Renaissance themes of the Collegium
Musicum, the performing arts programs offer 
an outlet for everyone.
Walk through Castleman Flail on any given day 
and chances are you'll find a velvet-clad student 
sporting a feather in his cap as he plays the 
sackbutt for Collegium Musicum, history and 
physics majors singing about the famed Annie
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Oakley, a group of "improvites" playing an 
alphabet game to peals of laughter from 
passersby, or numerous instrumental and vocal 
students receiving one-on-one instruction in one 
of the building's sound-proof practice rooms.
The profiles that fo llow  are just a sample of 
the musical and dramatic sides of some of UMR's
students, along w ith  an up-close look at the 
faculty behind these performing arts programs.
So as the house lights dim and the curtain opens, 
sit back, keep your eye on the stage, and enjoy 
the show.
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Once upon a tim e -  30 years ago,
in fact -  a group of harmonious students joined 
together in Old World garb to entertain guests with 
singing, dancing, juggling and more. With help from 
director Joel Kramme and funds from a college 
dean, the Collegium Musicum's Madrigal Dinners 
became an annual tradition around the Christmas 
holiday, complete w ith a traditional English feast 
and historical musical instruments like a sackbutt, 
a distant relative of the trombone.
Ye Grayte Noyse, consisting of Waytes, Court 
Minstrels and Private Musick instrumentalists, 
plays authentic reproductions of strangely named
instruments, like shawm, cornetto, krumhorn, 
curtal and viola da gamba. These players join 
w ith the Madrigal Singers to perform traditional 
Christmas carols as well as Medieval, 
Renaissance and Baroque works.
"I love the Renaissance period," says 
Stephanie Boyll, a sophomore in business 
who performed as the head wench (server) 
during last fall's dinner. "The whole era is really 
fascinating: the different music, etiquette and 
styles. The Madrigal Dinners are a lot like 
dinner theater and the music is fabulous."









by Mary Helen Stoltz 
(mhstoltz@umr. edu)
As the opening strains of "God B less  
the Child" f ill Leach Theatre , Ryan Ju lian o
rises out of his seat, saxophone in hand, and wows the 
crowd w ith an improvised solo.
"Improvisation is such an expressive tool," Juliano says. 
"That's why jazz is my favorite style of music -  it's never the 
same thing twice."
Juliano says a jazz solo is like a story musicians tell the 
audience. "You can feel the context and pick up on what they 
(musicians) are trying to say, if you listen. It's all in the 
phrasing and the way they shape the line."
A musician since age 13, Juliano plays both clarinet and 
alto saxophone. He finds music a good break from studying 
engineering at a school where he didn't expect to find a good 
music program. "I was pleasantly surprised to find such a 
high level of talent at UMR," Juliano says.
PHOTO BY BOB PHELAN/PHOTOMASTERS
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Annie Oakley, the ta len ted , 
sharp-shooting attraction  of
Buffalo Bill's W ild West Show, is a legend.
Betty Meeks, the chipper owner of a swampy 
Georgian fishing lodge, is an eccentric old lady. 
Alma Stossel is a bright-eyed Swiss immigrant 
in 1880s America, concerned only about her 
husband's welfare.
UMR sophomore Am anda Nisbett is all three. 
Through the University Theatre Players, Nisbett 
brought these characters to life in productions
of Annie Get Your Gun, The Foreigner and 
The Christmas Schooner, respectively.
"Each production is different," Nisbett says. 
"Things don't always go off w ithout a hitch, but 
you have to overcome challenges and bring a 
certain amount of energy to the stage."
Nisbett says she has had a great experience 
with the theater department, particularly with 
John Woodfin, instructor of theater, "He's so 
talented. He can step into a scene and know 
exactly how he wants it to look."
8  MSM-UMR ALUMNUS / Spring 2005
Serious
by Mindy Limback (Hmbackm@umr.edu)
PHOTO BY BOB PHELAN/PHOTOMASTERS
b u s in e s s
Perfect 10 
Improv Group:
UMR students, le ft 







Tawnia Misak and 
Je ff Loeffler, performing 
a handstand with a little  
help from the group.
There's som ething funny going 
on inside Castlem an H all.
Temporarily displaced from their normal 
rehearsal space, members of the Perfect 10 
Improv Group huddle in one of the lobby's alcoves. 
The "improvites" take the relocation in stride.
"The great thing about improv is you can do it 
anywhere," says M itc h e ll Neilhoff, a freshman 
in chemical engineering. "Except the bathroom," 
adds Daniel Bush, a freshman in business 
management, "because we have both guys and 
girls in the group."
Started in 1997 and recognized as an official 
student organization three years ago, the group 
performs at university-sponsored activities like
PRO Days (Preview, Registration and Orientation) 
as well as off-campus events.
To keep their funny bones in shape, the group 
holds two rehearsals every week, where members 
loosen up with strangely named exercises like 
Zip Zap Zoop or "Da Do Ron Ron." As the 
rehearsal goes on, the lobby transforms from a 
party to an interrogation room to a Broadway 
stage.
"This gives me a good break from math and 
science and lets me clear my head," says Chuck 
W illiam s, a senior in physics who has been with 
the group four years. "We're proof that there are 
people on campus who can think w ith both sides 
of their brains."
MSM-UMR ALUMNUS / Spring 2005 9
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Tech Crew:
UMR students, front 
row, le ft to right:
Joe Schaefer, Adam 
Blinzler, Phil Norfolk 
and Ethan Espy. Back 
row, le ft to right: Brett 
Alford, Keith Connell 
and Tim Bobillard.
W h eth e r it's m opping the stage  
before a perform ance or clim bing
a 50-foot ladder to add a "pig iron" to help 
balance a house boom, Leach Theatre Tech Crew 
members do everything they can to make sure 
audiences remember the performance -  and 
nothing else.
"Our basic thing is to be invisible," says Brett 
Alford, senior in mathematics and an assistant 
technical director. "We get our praise from the 
audience through the cast."
From professional road shows like Singin in 
the Rain to orchestra concerts and student- 
produced musicals like The Christmas Schooner, 
all events in Leach Theatre require between two
and 40 crew members to be on hand -  sometimes 
for 16 hours straight. They do everything from 
setting the stage to running the lights, sound and 
other equipment.
"The way we train, we expect the worse, but 
nothing really happens," says Ethan Espy, a 
freshman in architectural engineering and a sound 
technician. "But it's a surprise if a road show goes 
perfectly. There are blunders that others don't 
notice, but we do."
But if the tech crew is one of Leach Theatre's 
best-kept secrets, its ultimate hideaway is the 
Techie Lounge. Hidden high above the audience, 
this lounge gives crew members a place to relax 
during downtime and enjoy the show.
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One of fiv e  as s is ta n t te c h n ic a l 
d ire c to rs , K eith  C onnell is
responsible for a piece of the organized chaos 
back stage in Leach Theatre that makes the 
on-stage performances run so flawlessly. 
Specifically, Connell handles sound.
He enjoys all types of shows, but prefers the 
challenge of a jazz band concert. "There are more 
microphones, so it's a little  more complicated," 
Connell says. "The audience has to be able to 
hear all the different instruments."
From the film  series on Tuesday nights, which 
only takes a couple of techs, to large productions 
that can require as many as 40, there is always 
work for the tech crew. When they aren't in the
middle of a production, crew members keep 
busy building sets and maintaining and trouble­
shooting equipment.
The nervous type, Connell has no desire to be 
on the other side of the stage. Does he crave the 
applause? Not really.
"When the audience cheers, they kind of are 
cheering for us," Connell explains. "If we work 
together and everything is beautiful they know 
someone did that."
If you want the best possible sound 
experience in Leach Theatre, Connell advises 
you choose seat No. 23 in Row F. "That is the 
exact seat that our main cluster of speakers is 
aimed at."
■bout Face
As the curtain closes
on this feature, we would be remiss if 
we didn't take a closer look at the faculty 
who make performing arts possible on 
the UMR campus. Their love for both their 
craft and their students is evident w ith  
just a glance; simply take a look at the
arched eyebrow of John Woodfin, 
the Mona Lisa smile of Lorie Francis, 
the tw inkling eyes of Joel Kramme 
or the broad grin of Don Miller.
There's no doubt a world of wonder 
brews w ith in  each of them -  and it's 
contagious. W hile they may have inspired 
a few  students to pursue an artistic 
future, these teachers have given their 
pupils a healthy outlet for expression, 
a place to relax and memories to last a 
lifetime.
Turn the page to meet the faculty who 
keep performing arts alive at UMR and 
read first-hand accounts of how they've 
influenced their students.
PHOTOS BY BOB PHELAN/PHOTOMASTERS
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!Don M iller
ass is ta n t 
p ro fe s s o r o f  
m usic , d ire c ts  
in s tru m e n ta l 
m usic g roups
"Dr. Miller is a very wise 
individual and has been a 
strong influence on me, 
personally. He knows that 
everyone is here (in the 
band program) because 
they want to be. No one 
* is here because of a 
scholarship or some 
other requirement. 
Everyone who plays does 
so because they want to. 
That really promotes a 
good attitude among the 
students, and because he 
knows we want to be 
there, he knows he can 
expect as much from us 
as we can give him. 
Musicality is important 
to Dr. Miller and his focus 
on how we make music 
really made me improve 
my sound."
says Chris Brown
CSci'02, g radua te  s tu d e n t 
in  in fo rm a tio n  s c ie n c e  
and te ch n o lo g y
True p layer:
in vo lve d  w ith  band  
prog ram  s in ce  h is freshm an  
year, p la y e d  trom bone  s in ce  
s ix th  g ra d e
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"As a teacher, Lorie is 
very challenging but she 
does it in a way that 
doesn't get you down or 
discouraged. I remember 
during my first semester 
in piano lessons, she 
gave me a piece that 
seemed nearly impossible. 
However, with her help 
and some time, I finally 
got it right. Lorie is very 
patient and has a great 
way of breaking things 
down so they aren't so 
overwhelming. Her 
passion and energy for 
music are contagious-  
even at 8 o'clock in the 
morning. She's a great 
person who genuinely 
cares about her students 
both inside and outside 
of the classroom. "
says Erin Miller
se n io r in a pp lie d  m a th em a tics
Einstein w ay:
p la ye d  p iano  s in ce  age 3
Lorie Francis
le c tu re r  in  m usic , 
d ire c ts  choir, 
te aches  p iano
ss is ta n t 
fe sso r  
em eritus  
s o f  m usic , 
c h o ir  
5ctor, 
d ire c ts  
Collegium  
M u s ic  urn
Joel Kram m e
1
v
"Joel Kramme’s never 
short of enthusiasm for 
what we're doing. And 
he's very used to guiding 
us and letting us guide 
him. It doesn't always 
appear this way, but he 
has a lot more wisdom 
in how he directs than 
meets the eye. Sometimes 
you wonder why he's 
taking a hands-off 
approach; he's really 
watching very closely 
and letting us make the 
decisions. It's not a 
professor giving orders -  
it's an interactive effort.
In performances, he's 
always watching and 
trying to keep things 
together. He plays a 
supporting role a lot."
says Norm an Horn
se n io r in  chem is try  and  
ch e m ica l eng inee ring
Taking charge:
s tu d e n t d ire c to r  o f  U M R  
M a d rig a l D inners
"John Woodfin is 
awesome. He puts so 
much into the creative 
production of each show, 
but even then, he is 
always open to 
suggestions. He is all 
about doing anything he 
can to bring the joy of 
theater to people. John is 
a father figure to a lot of 
us. I truly look up to him -  
a lot of us do. But he 
knows howto approach 
us from a friend's 
perspective -  he's 
amazing. He has a kind 
of patience you just don't 
see in most people. He 
always keeps his cool, 
maintains his creative 
vision and keeps 
everything running 
smoothly. The only time 
you'll find John in a 
stressful mood is the 
week of a play; otherwise 
he's very congenial."
says C huck W illiams
se n io r in  p hys ics
C hild  star:
a lw a ys  seek ing  a tten tion , 
h is  f irs t  p e rfo rm a n ce  w as  
in  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l
John  W oodfin
in s tru c to r  o f  theater, 
d ire c ts  U M R  
th e a te r p rog ram

Perform ing arts'
campus roots run deep
by Andrew Careaga 
(acareaga@umr. edu)
PHOTO BY DAN SEIFERT/STONEHOUSE PHOTOGRAPHY
Music and drama may be fa irly recent additions to the 
UMR curriculum, but a connection between the university 
and the performing arts has been strong since the campus's 
earliest days, says David L. Oakley, a UMR professor 
emeritus of music who came to Rolla in 1960 as the 
campus's firs t fu ll-tim e faculty member for music. What's 
more, performing arts programs throughout the years have 
strengthened ties between the campus and community.
According to Oakley, campus student activities over 
the years have included. 20 different types of orchestral
U nder the steady gaze o f D avid Oakley, p ro fessor o f  
music, the U M R  orchestra w arm s up for one o f  the  
m any concerts they perfo rm  throughout the year. 
R ollam o 1968
groups, 14 theater organizations, 25 bands, 10 vocal 
groups "and a number of miscellaneous groups including 
an ocarina orchestra and a mandolin club." Prior to 
Oakley's arrival, these groups were directed by faculty 
from diverse disciplines, townspeople, students and area 
school music directors.
The earliest mention of a singing group on campus is 
of a "glee club" in the 1909 Ro yearbook, says 
Oakley, who has w ritten a brief history of the performing 
arts at MSM-UMR. An MSM Glee Club was formed in 
1921 and directed by W .D. Turner, a chemistry professor. 
Interested faculty and townspeople directed the glee club 
through 1968, when Joel Kramme joined UMR's music 
faculty. He then formed a men's choir and a chamber choir, 
later combined to form the current University Choir.
Madrigals were introduced in the 1970s by Bruce  
Cham berlain. Kramme later expanded the madrigals 
to include the UMR Madrigal Singers and Collegium 
Musicum.
Theater, too, has been a part of campus life at UMR for 
almost a century. "The 1908 Rollamo includes information 
about the M instrel Troupe," Oakley says. "A lmost every 
year since, there have been theater groups on campus."
In 1983, M arg ie  Boston joined the UMR faculty as 
director of the UMR University Theatre. Current theater 
instructor John W oodfin joined the faculty in 1992.
The firs t officia l campus band program began in 1926 
when Rolla businessman John W. Scott, owner of Scott's 
Drug Store on Pine Street, started the "M iners Band," 
which he directed until his death in 1950. "By 1933 the 
band had 34 members," Oakley says, "and the band 
stipend, which sometimes was a financial grant and 
sometimes a refund of fees and tuition, had been 
approved, which made competition for the band keen 
and assured a good caliber of musician."
Good musicians -  as w ell as actors, singers, 
conductors and stage designers -  continue to excel in the 
performing arts at UMR. W hether they're performing in 
officia l organizations like the UMR Theatre Players or 
acting up in student-initiated troupes like the a capella 
vocal group Simple Harmonics, UMR students continue 
to put the ir artistic creativity in the spotlight.
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UM R  students have several 
opportunities to express their 
artistic side through drama 
or music. G roups include:
PHOTO BV BOB PHELAN/PHOTOMASTERS
Notes
DRAMA:
Perfect 10 Improv Group. This group 
performs improvisational theater at several 
venues throughout the year.
Stage Production. University Theatre Players 
and the UMR technical stage crew produce 
one full-length drama or musical production 
each semester.
Theatre Ensemble. Also offered for class 
credit, students can participate in one-act 
plays, reader's theater or other dramatic 
performances.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC:
Chamber Orchestra. This by-audition group 
is for students only.
Concert Band and Fall Wind Ensemble.







As early as elementary schoolf students 
learn that yellow, red and blue are the 
"base" colors, the three colors that play 
a part In every other color o f the rainbow. 
A t Leach Theatre, however, red, blue and 
green are the colors used to form any 
other shade o f stage light.
Jazz Band. Every member of these audition- 
only groups experiences jazz music at a 
collegiate level. Jazz groups are led by 
Derek Limback, a lecturer in music.
Marching Band. Marching band performs 
choreographed musical entertainment at home 
football games and in various parades.
Pep Band. Students in this non-audition group 
perform spirited songs during home basketball 
and soccer games. They are required to 
participate in one additional ensemble.
Piano Lessons. Piano students participate 
in one recital each semester. During spring 
semester's Annual Piano Bash, up to 
25 students have played at the same time.
Symphonic Winds. This audition-only group 
performs in the spring and fall.
University and Community Orchestra.
This 70-member group is open to all strings, 
but winds, brass and percussion players must 
audition. It is open to UMR faculty, staff and 
students, and the Rolla community.
"To get color on the stage, we have gels," 
says UMR student Brett Alford, assistant 
technical director o f Leach Theatre. "The best 
way to describe them is colored plastic that 
is able to withstand about 1,000 watts o f light 
shining through i t . "
There are four electrical pipes on stage for 
"down, side and back lighting, " Alford says. 
People have been "flung" from wires attached 
to these pipes for shows, making it  appear to 
the audience that the actors are flying.
To change light bulbs in the theater, the 
technical crew crawls inside the ceiling,
20 feet from the ground, pulling up the 
lights to replace them.
The theater houses seven different types o f 
lights, with a total o f 145 individual lights.
The music department also provides 
equipment for several non-credit groups 
led by students: Trumpet Choir, Brass Choir, 
Percussion Ensemble, Black Man's Think Tank 
Drum Line, Jazz Combo, Kappa Kappa Psi,
Tau Beta Sigma and various on-call groups 
available for hire.
VOCAL MUSIC:
Collegium Musicum. Composed of the 
Madrigal Singers, a vocal group, and King's 
Musick, an instrumental group, these students 
perform at the Madrigal Dinners each late 
fall, as well as other various events.
Simple Harmonics. This men's singing 
group is audition only.
University Choir. This non-audition group, 
open to UMR students, faculty and staff and 
the Rolla community, performs a variety of 
music, from classical tunes to Broadway hits, 
in two formal concerts each semester, as well 
as community performances.
The theater can seat as many as 656 people 
at a time.
The theater's sound system is "a basic 
system that consists o f speakers, amps and 
a mixing board," Alford says.
"W e’ve hosted live concerts w ith performers 
like Kathy Mattea and Jake Simpson, campus 
theatrical shows and concerts, comedians and 
children s shows, " says Alford.
"The theater also hosts professional musicals, 
as well as professional instrumental and 
vocal performances, films and other school 
events -  like the unveiling o f the solar car, 
Association for Black Students Step Shows 
and the India Association's D iwali Night 
celebration."
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U M R  Global becom es  
School of Extended  
Learning
In January, the UMR Global 
program became the UMR School 
of Extended Learning, an official 
academic unit. The change allows 
UMR to expand on the university’s
current distance and continuing 
education course offerings.
“Education enterprises are truly 
becoming hybrid,” says UMR 
Provost Y.T. Shah. “People are now 
shopping around to find an education 
that fits their personal needs.”
“UMR provides students with an 
education that fits,” adds Henry 
Wiebe, former vice provost of UMR
Photo by Rebecca Frisbee/UMR Publications
H avener Center
H avener Center 
w e lc o m e s  students
The Havener Center, UMR’s new 
student and campus center, opened in 
grand fashion during the first week 
of classes, Jan. 10-14. The grand 
opening featured performances by 
UMR vocal and instrumental groups, 
the Perfect 10 improvisational group, 
and the UMR Gold Miner 
cheerleaders. There were also
informational tables by various 
student organizations and giveaways 
from the UMR Bookstore and 
Chartwells Dining Service.
The Havener Center was made 
possible through a $5 million gift 
from Gary Havener, Math’62, a 
student-initiated fee, and gifts from 
other UMR alumni and friends.
The Havener Center will be 
dedicated on Saturday, April 23, 
during the Order of the Golden 
Shillelagh’s annual meeting.
Global who was named dean of the 
school. “The School of Extended 
Learning will allow us to better 
expand our reach beyond the physical 
borders of the campus.”
See the fall 2004 Alurrmus 
for details about UMR's 
distance education offerings, 
or log on to distance.umr.edu
E xp los ives
E ng inee ring
Photo by Bob Greenspan
U M R  students have a 
blast w ith  n e w  course
In January, UMR became the 
first university in the United States 
to offer a minor in explosives 
engineering and began offering a 
demolitions course that is the first 
of its kind in the nation. Both are 
offered through the mining and 
nuclear engineering department.
The explosives engineering 
minor requires completion of 15 
credit hours in subjects like quarry 
and surface mining; underground, 
surface and construction blasting; 
environmental controls of blasting; 
commercial pyrotechnics and the 
newly-created demolitions class.
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"... Rolla has given you a trem endous education and has prepared you to take 
advantage o f this technological revolution. " sen. B ond
U.S. Sen. K it B ond
Professional degrees
During commencement, 
the fo llow ing alumni received 
honorary professional degrees:
W illiam P. Clarke
CE'74, MS CE'79 
University City, Mo.
W illiam H. Daniels
MS ChE'64, PhD ChE'69 
Delaware, Ohio
Henry P. "Pat" Duvall
Math'62
Seattle
























Com m encem ent 2004:
UM R grads are society's  
problem  solvers
U.S. Sen. Kit Bond, in his 
address at the December 2004 
commencement ceremonies, called 
UMR graduates society’s problem 
solvers.
“As scientists and engineers, you 
will have a direct hand in improving 
human health, the economy, safety 
and the quality of life,” Bond said. 
“Advances in technology will 
continue to reach far into every
sector of our economy. ... Rolla 
has given you a tremendous 
education and has prepared you 
to take advantage of this 
technological revolution.”
Bond received an honorary 
degree during the ceremony.
Farouk El-Baz, MS GGph'61, 
PhD GGph’64, research professor 
and director of the Center for 
Remote Sensing at Boston 
University, also received an 
honorary degree. El-Baz helped 
manage lunar landing sites during 
the Apollo space program and was 
principal investigator for visual 
observations and photography.
Faculty rece ive  aw a rd s  at co m m encem ent
Abdeldjelil "D.J." Belarbi, professor of civil engineering, was named Curators' 
Teaching Professor.
Richard K. Brow, chair of materials science and engineering, was named Curators' 
Professor of ceramic engineering.
Jerry Bayless, CE'59, MS CE'62, associate dean of the School of Engineering and 
a 45-year member of the UMR faculty, was awarded the UMR Chancellor Medal.
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UMR’s engineering management 
undergraduate program is one 
of five national programs 
recognized for excellence by the 
American Society for Engineering 
Management (ASEM).
The program received the honor 
during ASEM’s national conference.
P ow er system  
testing gets real
Electrical and computer 
engineering students can now study 
the effects of disturbances on power 
system equipment and networks as 
they happen, thanks to the new Real 
Time Power and Intelligent Systems 
Laboratory.
The laboratory, created last fall by 
Ganesh Kumar Venayagamoorthy,
assistant professor of electrical and 
computer engineering, is one of only 
four university laboratories in the 
nation to have a Real Time Digital 
Simulator (RTDS) for power systems. 
The emphasis of the lab is to develop 
and test intelligent controllers for the 
power system.
Photo by Ian Nance/ UMR Publications
Ganesh K um ar Venayagam oorthy  
w ith  the RTDS system .
St. Louis IEEE section  
aw ard s  faculty  and staff
The St. Louis Section of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE) presented four 
awards to UMR during a banquet 
held Dec. 4 in St. Louis.
Ann Miller, the Cynthia Tang 
Missouri Distinguished Professor of 
Computer Engineering and a senior 
member of IEEE, received the 
Outstanding Section Member Award.
Debbie Benenati, administrative 
assistant in the Engineering 
Education Center in St. Louis, 
received a Special Section Award.
Ganesh Kumar 
Venayagamoorthy, assistant 
professor of electrical and computer 
engineering and a senior member 
of IEEE, received the Outstanding 
Young Engineer Award.
The UMR electrical and computer 
engineering department received the 
Outstanding Company Award for its 
continuing support to the section.
Photo by Ian Nance/ UMR Publications
This autoc lave, dona ted  by  Boe ing , w ill he lp  UMR w ith  com pos ite  research.
Boeing donates  
autoclave to U M R
Mechanical and aerospace 
engineering students can now make 
large, complex composite parts for 
research and student design and 
competition projects, thanks to the 
efforts of a UMR alumnus who 
helped secure a recent donation of 
an autoclave from Boeing for the 
department.
“Composites have a huge future 
in many industry product
applications,” says Frank Statkus, 
AE’71, MS AE’72, vice president of 
advanced technology and processes 
for the Boeing 7E7 program in 
Everett, Wash. “The development of 
these composites is in its infancy. 
With this autoclave, UMR now has 
the capability to work with industry 
for composite utilization and 
application, develop valuable 
intellectual properties, and expand 
facility and student capabilities 
within this state-of-the-art 
technology.”
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UM R studen ts  Sandeep Shrestha, left, and  M a tthe w  H endren w ork  to lesson  
the secu rity  th rea ts aga inst W i-Fi ne tw orks.
W i-F i W arrio rs
As wireless networks gain 
popularity in business and personal 
computing, so do new threats to 
computer security. But two UMR 
students are working to lessen those 
threats.
“Across the United States, the 
proliferation of wireless networks 
is incredible, both in homes and 
businesses,” says Matthew Hendren, 
a senior in electrical engineering.
But many Americans are unaware 
of the security threats to Wi-Fi 
networks, adds Sandeep Shrestha, a 
senior in computer engineering.
U M R  honored for assisting  
M issouri business
UMR received one of three 2004 
Missouri Impact! Awards from Missouri 
Enterprise Business Assistance Center 
for the campus’s efforts to help Missouri 
business succeed by developing new 
technologies, techniques and innovative 
processes. This is the first time Missouri 
Enterprise has given the award to an 
educational institution since the award’s 
creation in 1998.
“Attacks can range from 
disrupting the availability of a 
network connection to tricking users 
into submitting their confidential 
information, such as authentication 
credentials,” adds Shrestha.
Under the direction of Ann 
Miller, the Cynthia Tang Missouri 
Distinguished Professor of Computer 
Engineering at UMR, Hendren and 
Shrestha are looking at ways to 
defend networks from MAC Address 
spoofing, a technique used to defeat a 
network’s security mechanisms.
Read more at "Team W atch" 
visions.umr.edu
Lindenlaub  
retires from  
M issouri 
Enterprise
After seven years of service with 
Missouri Enterprise, an innovation 
center designed to help get start-up 
companies off the ground, Russ 
Lindenlaub, ME’66, has retired 
as president of the company.
“After graduation I spent two 
years in the military and had a 25- 
year career with Southwestern Bell,” 
says Lindenlaub, the father of three.
Following retirement from 
Southwestern Bell, Lindenlaub 
worked in consulting engineering 
and economic development. “This 
provided a good background for 
Missouri Enterprise, which is all 
about technology and economic 
development," he says.
“My primary role was to mentor 
a staff of business and technical 
professionals and to manage our 
public, private and academic 
partnerships,” Lindenlaub says,
“but my favorite part of the job was 
spending time in the field, working 
with Missouri’s great manufacturing 
companies by assisting them with 
access to industry best practices and 
emerging technologies.”
Lindenlaub is proud to have 
played a part in Missouri Enterprise’s 
growing relationship with UMR. 
“We’ve brought many technical 
assistance and sponsored research 
opportunities to UMR, and 
appreciated access to so many 
talented people at the university,” 
Lindenlaub says. “UMR has always 
provided tremendous contributions 
to Missouri’s economic growth and 
development.”
Photo by Office of Publications
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"She is the biggest encouragement, m ost loyal fan, best 
and longest friend, loudest voice o f conscience and  
reason, b iggest motivator, and greatest inspiration o f our 
lives: past, present and future. u m r  se n io r ch u ck  W illiam s
U M R  P A R E N T  
O F THE YEAR:
Joyce W illiam s , le ft; 
is h o n o re d  d u rin g  
2004 F am ily  Day  
activ ities  as the UM R  
Parent o f  the Year. 
W illiam s is p ic tu re d  
w ith  he r son , Chuck.
O U T S T A N D IN G  G TA :
Toby Case, teach ing ass is tant in  
e lec tr ica l and co m p u te r en g inee rin g , 
is  con g ra tu la te d  b y  M ax Trueblood, 
p re s id e n t o f  the UM R P arents ' 
A sso c ia tio n .
Parent of the year  
is 'most loyal fan '
Physics senior Charles G. 
“Chuck” Williams describes his 
mother as a source of inspiration and 
encouragement. The UMR Parents’ 
Association agreed, naming Joyce 
Williams of Fenton, Mo., 2004 
Parent of the Year. Mrs. Williams 
was honored during UMR Family 
Day, Oct. 30.
In his nomination, Chuck 
Williams wrote, “She is the biggest 
encouragement, most loyal fan, best 
and longest friend, loudest voice of
conscience and reason, biggest 
motivator, and greatest inspiration of 
our lives: past, present and future.”
Chuck’s parents separated when 
he was in elementary school and 
while he and his father remained 
close, seeing him was difficult 
because they lived in different towns.
During Chuck’s sophomore year 
at UMR, his father died of a heart 
attack. “At that point my mother was 
the strongest support I had,” he said. 
“I am sure I speak for my brother 
when I say that we owe a large debt 
of gratitude to our mother for our 
accomplishments thus far, and for the 
fine, upstanding men we are today.”
Outstanding GTA
Also during Family Day, the 
UMR Parents’ Association named 
Toby Case, EE’03, Phys’03, 
Outstanding Graduate Teaching 
Assistant of the Year. Case is a 
graduate student in electrical 
engineering. The annual award, 
which includes a $500 stipend, 
is based on student evaluations.
Enrollm ent
E n ro llm e n t th is  s e m e s te r  w a s  -  up  fro m
la s t  ye a r's  f ir s t -w e e k  e n ro llm e n t  o f  4 ,9 2 6 .
T h e  s p rin g  s e m e s te r  b e g a n  M o n d a y , J a n . 10.
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"It's funny. When you pu t a game in front o f students, 
even sim ple games, they want to get perfect scores. 
What more could you ask for?" T im othy Philpot, c rea to r o f M ecM ovies
Halo 3? No, 
MecMovies
Homework 
assignments in five 
sections of Basic 
Engineering 110,
Mechanics of 
Materials, have gone digital 
and visual.
Using a grant of nearly $500,000 
from the U.S. Department of 
Education, Timothy Philpot,
assistant professor of basic 
engineering, and three other UMR 
colleagues created MecMovies, a 
computer game-like software 
program that allows professors to 
visually illustrate hard-to-picture 
engineering concepts.
MecMovies, available online at 
web.umr.edu/~mecmovie/index.html,
guides students step by step through 
numerous examples commonly used 
in the Mechanics of Materials course 
to illustrate concepts like torsion, 
normal stress basics and Hooke’s 
Law. The software allows students to 
interactively test their understanding 
of course concepts with relevant 
questions and exercises followed by 
immediate feedback.
Working with Philpot are Ralph 
Flori Jr., associate professor of basic 
engineering and assistant dean of 
engineering for pre-college and 
undergraduate programs in the 
School of Engineering; Richard
Hall, professor of information 
science and technology and associate 
dean for research in the School of 
Management and Information 
Systems; and David Oglesby, 
professor emeritus of basic 
engineering.
In October, the National 
Engineering Education Delivery 
System (NEEDS), a digital library 
of learning resources for engineering 
education, honored Philpot with its 
2004 Premier Award for Excellence 
in Engineering Education Courseware 
for his work with MecMovies.
Illustration from photos.com
Hitting the '  
target' of customer 
satisfaction
A new technique to relate a 
vehicle’s technical performance with 
customer satisfaction may save 
General Motors significant time and 
money while leading to better product 
decisions. “Successful automobile 
companies meet or exceed customer 
expectations,” says Ken Ragsdell, 
professor of engineering management 
and director of the UMR Design 
Engineering Center. “Today 
companies like GM realize they 
have to have flexible product 
development processes.”
Ragsdell and graduate students 
Vivek Jikar and Elizabeth Cudney 
will spend this next year creating a 
technique to help GM vehicle 
developers determine what
adjustments should be made during 
the development process to most 
economically meet new customer 
perceptions and what impact a 
supplier’s performance characteristics 
have on customer satisfaction.
The UMR researchers will employ 
approaches not commonly used in 
industry to examine how customer 
attitudes about ride, handling, 
braking and other performance
measures can be translated into 
design parameters for future models.
“We’ll use these tools to go from 
piece-part to system-level 
performance and functionally track 
performance level,” Ragsdell says. 
“In addition, we’ll use pattern 
recognition techniques and other 
tools for diagnosis and forecasting to 
allow us to develop a model that 
decision-makers can use.”
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Get the latest on UMR's 
research initiatives. 
Subscribe to Visions, 




particle, you can change the emission 
range.”
Working with Bertino on this 
research are John G. Story, associate 
professor of physics; Chariklia 
Sotiriou-Leventis, associate 
professor of chemistry; Akira 
Tokuhiro, assistant professor of 
nuclear engineering; Raghuveer R. 
Gadipalli, a UMR graduate student 
in physics; Chuck G. Williams, a 
senior in physics; G. Zhang, who 
recently received his Ph.D. in 
chemistry from UMR; Suchismita 
Guha, an assistant professor of 
physics at the University of Missouri- 
Columbia; and Nicholas Leventis of 
NASA’s Glenn Research Center in 
Cleveland.
For more of the quantum dots story 
visit research.umr.edu
Photo by Ian Nance/ UMR Publications
Tiny pa rtic les  o f  sem icon ductin g  m ate ria ls  are em bedded  in to  s ilica gel.
Scientists 
the quantum dots
Imagine if your office laser printer 
could print text the size of atoms, 
then embed that ink into a writing 
surface as light as air. That, in a 
sense, is what UMR researchers 
have done with a new “laser writing” 
technique they have developed.
But with this process, the “ink” 
is a semiconductor that could write 
a new chapter in the field of micro­
computing.
The UMR researchers, led by 
Massimo F. Bertino, assistant 
professor of physics, reported on their 
method in the Dec. 13 issue of the 
American Institute of Physics journal 
Applied Physics Letters. Bertino says 
this is the first time researchers have 
created quantum dots via 
photolithography.
The technique involves 
embedding tiny particles of 
semiconducting materials -  the “ink” 
in this printing process -  into the 
writing surface. Bertino and his 
team used cadmium sulfide as 
the semiconductor.
The “paper” in this case was a 
silica gel. After further treatment, this 
gel was turned into an aerogel, one of 
the lightest known materials. When 
isolated portions of the gel were 
zapped by an infrared laser, the 
result was the creation of particles 
so small they had to be measured 
in “nanometers,” or billionths of 
a meter.
These particles, or “quantum 
dots,” are only a few nanometers in 
size, says Bertino, and they have 
interesting properties. “Our cadmium 
sulfide quantum dots not only absorb 
light but they also emit light,” 
he says. “By tuning the size of the
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Sophisticated cousins o f UPC barcodes, RFID tags use radio frequencies to relay 
in form ation d irectly in to com puter systems -  e lim inating manual tagging and saving 
companies b illions o f dollars.
Photo by Ian Nance/ UMR Publications
G raduate s tuden ts  M is ty  M ills -H arris , A h m e t S oy lem ezog lu  (seated) and  Yashesh 
Chhaya are w o rk in g  w ith  UM R researchers , Can S ayg in  and  Jagannathan  
Sarangapani, to deve lop techn iques to  co llec t in fo rm a tio n  from  RFID tags and  
to in teg ra te  them  w ith  m a n u fac tu ring  execu tion  sys tem -le ve l decis ion  m aking.
APlaying tag' in 
unique auto-id 
testbed
As Wal-Mart’s top 100 suppliers 
scurried to get radio-frequency 
identification (RFID) tags on their 
pallets in time to meet a January 
2005 deadline, UMR researchers 
Can Saygin and Jagannathan 
Sarangapani joined forces to figure 
out how to use data from those tags 
in the most efficient way.
Sophisticated cousins of UPC 
barcodes, RFID tags use radio 
frequencies and can be read quickly 
and wirelessly by a scanner that 
relays information directly into 
computer systems. The process 
eliminates the need for manual 
tagging and saves companies like 
Wal-Mart billions of dollars, says 
Sarangapani, associate professor of 
electrical and computer engineering.
Wal-Mart wasn’t the only 
organization with a January 2005 
deadline. Although the U.S. 
Department of Defense has been 
working with RFID technology for 
more than a decade, the department 
has selected two pilot depots -  one in 
California and another in 
Pennsylvania -  to use the technology 
to hasten getting equipment, food and 
clothing to war theaters.
“Everybody’s putting on those 
tags because of mandates by the 
Department of Defense and Wal- 
Mart,” says Saygin, assistant 
professor of engineering management 
and systems engineering. “But 
companies don’t know what to do 
with the data because the tags are
going to tell you they are there every 
split second. If you start storing the 
data, you’re going to need a lot of 
memory and capability to process the 
data and make sound decisions.”
Saygin and Sarangapani are using 
a $268,000 grant from the Air Force 
Research Laboratory through UMR’s 
Center for Aerospace Manufacturing 
Technologies (CAMT) they are 
working with Boeing Co. to develop 
techniques to collect and make sense 
of the information from individual 
tags for use on time- and 
temperature-sensitive materials, 
shipping and receiving operations in 
warehouses, and assembly line 
operations.
The RFID technology isn’t 
without problems. For example, tags
can continuously transmit data, 
ultimately flooding the computer, or 
never transmit once. “If these tags 
send themselves several times, we 
need a filtering system to say, ‘Okay, 
I’ve read you and I don’t need any 
more data until another hour,” says 
Sarangapani. “If it’s only one tag in 
an open area, then it’s no big deal.
But there are thousands of tags 
always there on the manufacturing 
floor.”
“Imagine having 3,000 elementary 
school kids sitting in a classroom and 
talking all together,” adds Saygin. 
“That’s what we’re talking about.”
Read the full story online at 
research, umr. edu
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Briefly
MARIESA CROW NAMED 
DEAN OF SoMEER
M ariesa Crow, transition dean 
of the School of Materials, Energy 
and Earth Resources (SoMEER) since 
October 2003, was named dean of ■ 
the school effective Jan. 1.
A member of the UMR faculty 
since 1991, Crow is also a professor 
of electrical and computer 
engineering in the School of 
Engineering. Prior to her October 
2003 appointment as transition dean, 
Crow served as the School of 
Engineering's associate dean of 






and medicine in 
the 19th century 
is examined in a 
new book by 
Kristine 
Swenson, associate professor of 
English. Medical Women and 
Victorian Fiction, published in 
November by the University of
Missouri Press, examines the 
intersections of fiction, feminist 
politics and medicine during the last 
half of the 19th century, when the 
novel functioned in much the same 
way television functions today. Like 
modern television programming, 
where dramas and situation 
comedies often feature a story arc 
that might continue throughout a 





professor of foreign 
languages, 
published Origin of 
the Term 'Hot Dog' 
with fellow word 
sleuths Barry Popik 
and the late David Shulman last fall.
Cohen has researched the origins 
of "hot dog" since 1978 and last year 
decided to compile all the material 
he and his colleagues have collected. 
He published the book himself -  
"just 60 copies," he says. "I don't 
want to be left with many extra 
copies. If you saw my office, you'd 
know why."
The term, which arose in Yale 
slang of 1894 or 1895, was based on 
the popular 19th-century belief that 
dog meat could turn up in sausages 
-  a belief Cohen found to have merit.
GRAND GROUNDS
The landscape services 
department received the Grand 
Award in university and college 
grounds maintenance at the 2004 
Professional Grounds Management 
Society (PGMS) Green Star Awards 
ceremony in November. The Grand 
Award is the highest honor awarded 
in this national competition.
AKERS RECEIVES 
GOVERNOR S AWARD
Col. Tom Akers, instructor of 
mathematics and statistics, received 
the 2004 Governor's Award for 
Excellence in Teaching from former 
Gov. Bob Holden and members of the 
Missouri Coordinating Board for 
Higher Education during the 
Governor's Conference on Higher 
Education held Dec. 1 in Columbia, 
Mo. Akers was one of 73 educators 
honored during the conference.
Photo by Bob Phelan












In September, Neil L. Book, 
associate professor of chemical and 
biological engineering, was elected a 
fellow of the American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers (AlChE).
BROW AND STUDENT 
RECEIVE ACS AWARDS
Richard K. Brow, chair of 
materials science and engineering 
and professor of ceramic 
engineering, received the George 
W. Morey Award from the American 
Ceramic Society. Brad Tischendorf 
of Green Bay, Wis., a Ph.D. student 
in ceramic engineering, received the 
Norbert J. Kreidl Award.
LEU RECEIVES 
AWARD FROM ASME
f  i ..m q/m  Ming Leu,
the Keith and Pat 
Bailey Missouri 
I  Distinguished 
k  Professor of
Integrated Product 
Manufacturing in 
the mechanical and 
aerospace engineering department, 
received a Distinguished Service 
Award from the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers (ASME).
Leu is also director of the UMR 
Intelligent Systems Center and 













Computer Engineering, recently 
received a Director's Award for 
Collaborative Integration from the 
National Science Foundation. Since 
April 2003, Rao has worked as a 
program director for the control, 
networks and computational 
intelligence program in the electrical 
and communications systems * 
division at NSF as part of an 
intergovernmental personnel act 
(IPA) assignment.
SAPERSTEIN AWARDED 
ABET S HIGHEST HONOR
Lee W. Saperstein, professor 
of mining engineering and dean 
emeritus of the 




Linton E. Grinter 
Distinguished 
Service Award 
from ABET, the Accreditation Board 
for Engineering and Technology.
The Grinter Award is ABET's highest 
honor.
Donald Wunsch, the Mary K 
Finley Missouri Distinguished 
Professor of Computer Engineering, 
was selected as a 





TWO UMR FACULTY 
RECEIVE FULBRIGHT 
SCHOLAR AWARDS
Two UMR faculty members 
received Fulbright Scholar grants to 
conduct research and lecture abroad 
for a semester starting in January 
2005.
Ronaldo Luna, associate 
professor of civil, architectural and 
environmental engineering, is 
conducting research and lecturing on 
earthquake- and rainfall-induced 
landslide hazards and their 
engineering mitigation at the 
Universidad del Valle in Guatemala 
City, Guatemala.
Halvard E. Nystrom, associate 
professor of engineering 
management, is lecturing on and 
researching active learning methods 
at the Modern College of Business 
and Science in Muscat, Oman. Fie is 
also helping organize a national 
conference to identify collaborative 
opportunities with local firms.
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M in e r  SPORTS
Miners' Drussa earns 
All-Am erica honors
The post-season honors piled up for 
Cole Drussa after his standout senior year 
as tight end for the Miner football team.
Drussa was named to four All-America 
teams for the 2004 season, including first- 
team laurels on the Football Gazette team 
and the Daktronics Division II All-America 
squad as selected by the sports information
Cole Drussa on the m ove.
directors from NCAA Division II football 
playing schools.
In addition, he was named to the 
second team on the D2Football.com squad 
and to the third team on the Little All- 
America team by the Associated Press, a 
squad that consists of players from all 
institutions that play below the NCAA 
Division I level.
The awards have built up a resume that 
already included first-team ESPN The 
Magazine Academic All-America honors, 
first-team all-region awards from Football 
Gazette and Daktronics and first-team all­
conference honors from the Mid-America 
Intercollegiate Athletics Association. 
Drussa's play over the 2004 season also 
landed him on the West roster for the 
Whataburger Cactus Bowl, played in 
January in Kingsville, Texas, a game which 
attracted scouts from all 32 National 
Football League teams.
Drussa led all tight ends in the Mid- 
America Intercollegiate Athletics 
Association in receptions during the 2004 
season and earned first-team all­
conference honors from the MIAA for the 
second straight season. He finished the 
2004 campaign with 69 catches for 790 
yards and seven touchdowns as the Miners 
posted a 3-8 record on the season. He 
ended up tied for fifth in the MIAA in 
receptions with 6.3 per game and his 
71.8 yards per game receiving placed him 
eighth in the conference at the end of the 
regular season.
Drussa completed his Miner career Nov. 
6 by catching 13 passes against Missouri 
Western, allowing him to finish with a total 
of 134 receptions -  good for fourth in UMR 
history -  for 1,547 yards to place eighth on 
the all-time list. His 124 receptions over the 
past two seasons is a record for any Miner 
in back-to-back seasons.
Drussa, a metallurgical engineering 
major at UMR, has also been been a 
member of the MIAA's All-Academic team. 
He scored seven touchdowns this season, 
including two in the Miners' upset win over 
No. 23-ranked Central Missouri State and 
the go-ahead score in UMR's victory at 
Emporia State.
■ ■ M l
2005 football schedule
The Miner football team has completed the schedule for its first season as 
an NCAA Division II independent in 2005, a slate that will include five home 
games and several opponents that UMR will meet for the first time.
UMR will start the year against the same team it faced in last season's 
opener, Upper Iowa, as it plays the Peacocks in Fayette, Iowa, on Saturday, 
Aug. 27. The Miners follow that game with three straight home contests, 
taking on Central Methodist in their home opener Saturday, Sept. 3, followed 
by games against a pair of Nebraska schools -  Wayne State and Peru State, 
in the two weeks that follow.
All three September home games will be played under the lights at Allgood- 
Bailey Stadium.
After a road game at Saint Joseph's, the Miners w ill host the only school 
from the Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletics Association that they face in 
2005, Southwest Baptist, on Oct. 1 for Homecoming.
UMR will play three straight road games -  against Division II power 
Nebraska-Omaha, Division l-AA South Dakota State and Austin Peay-
before closing the home slate Nov. 5 against Morehead State. The Miners 
end the season Nov. 12 with a game in Indianapolis against Butler 
University.
The Miners will play Peru State, Nebraska-Omaha, Austin Peay, Morehead 
State and Butler for the first time in 2005.
2005 MINER FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Aug. 27 Upper Iowa (at Fayette, Iowa), 1 p.m.
Sept. 3 Central Methodist (HOME), 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 10 Wayne State, Neb. (HOME), 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 17 Peru State (HOME), 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 Saint Joseph's (at Rensselaer, Ind.), 12 p.m. 
Oct. 1 Southwest Baptist (HOME), 1 p.m. 
(HOMECOMING)
Oct. 8 Nebraska-Omaha (at Omaha, Neb.), TBA 
Oct. 22 South Dakota State (at Brookings, S.D.), TBA 
Oct. 29 , Austin Peay (at Clarksville, Tenn.), 1 p.m.
Nov. 5 Morehead State (HOME), 1 p.m.
(FAMILY DAY)
Nov. 12 Butler (at Indianapolis, Ind.), 1 p.m.
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UMR Swim Team sends 
seven to nationals
The UMR Swimming Team had a total 
of seven swimmers earn berths to the 
NCAA Division II Swimming and Diving 
Championships at the Arkansas-Little Rock 
Christmas Invitational.
Two of the seven -  Matt Hammond 
and Bill Gaul -  made the meet on the 
basis of their performances in individual 
events, while the other five made it as 
parts of the 200-yard freestyle and 200-yard 
medley relay teams that met the qualifying 
standard.
Hammond qualified in the preliminaries 
of the 200-yard breaststroke when he 
posted a time of 2:06.27, just getting under 
the automatic time of 2:06.39. Gaul, 
meanwhile, qualified in the 100-yard 
breaststroke with a time of 57.13 in the 
preliminary round and made the B-cut in the 
200-breaststroke with a time of 2:07.11.
In addition, Gaul was part of the 200- 
medley relay team that qualified along with 
Travis Stensby, M att Adams and Andy 
Lozier as it posted a time of 1:32.96 in a 
time trial.
The Miners' 400-freestyle relay team of 
M ark Chamberlain, Lozier, Andy Shelley
and Adams also made it in a time trial 
with a mark of 1:22.77.
Adams made 
a B-cut in three 
individual events as 




medley, while M a tt A dam s
Chamberlain made
the B-cut in all three of the sprint freestyle 
events and Lozier did so in the 50- and 
100-freestyle.
The Miners hoped for more national 
qualifiers before the national meet 
March 9-12 in Orlando, Fla.
NEW SEATS IN BULLMAN DEDICATED
The new seats in the Gale Bullman Multi-Purpose 
Building were dedicated during the Feb. 5 basketball 
doubleheader against Pittsburg State University.
The lead gift for the project was provided by 
Armin, MinE'40, and Norman. MinE’40, Tucker, 
who competed in athletics at MSM. The twin 
brothers have remained ardent supporters of the 
UMR athletic program.
"The chairback seats have been a tremendous 
addition to our facility and will be for many future 
events that w ill take place in the Bullman Building," 
says UMR director of athletics M ark M ullin  
"The support of Armin and Norman Tucker for our 
program has been outstanding and I can’t say 
enough about the loyalty and generosity they 
have demonstrated to Miner sports.
"Members of the Rolla community, MSM-UMR 
alumni and the faculty and staff at UMR generously 
contributed to assure that the necessary goal would 
be accomplished," Mullin adds. "It has been a true 
team effort and I am very appreciative of the support 
we received."
A bo ve : N o rm an  and  
A rm in  Tucker, center, 
w ith  UM R d ire c to r o f  
a th le tics  M ark M u llin  
an d  Joe  M iner.
R ight: Chairback seats  
in  Gale Bu llm an.
Photo by Bob Phelan/Photomasters
Photo by Ian Nance/UMR Publications
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Member
Benefits
As a graduate of 
MSM-UMR, 
you are automatically 
a member of 
the MSM-UMR  
Alumni Association 
and are entitled to:
MSM-UMR:
Chairs, lamps, watches, rings, 
pendants, Platinum/Gold MasterCard, 
license plates for Missouri residents.
Career Assistance:
UMR's Career Opportunities Center 
w ill help you in your job search!
Services:
Online Community, 
including searchable directory. 
Access to alumni office via email 
(alumni@umr.edu).
Alumni locator service to 
help you find friends.
Address update service so you 
don't miss your MSM-UMR mail.
To take advantage 





University of Missouri-Rolla 







Homecoming 2005 w ill be held Sept. 30-0ct. 1 in the new Havener Center a t the corner 
o f U.S. Highway 63 and University Drive. Make plans to attend now! More details w ill 
be published in the summer issue o f the Alumnus. For hotel information and other 
accommodations in the area, go to www.rollanet.org/business/motels.html.
Missouri residents show support for UMR at the capitol
UMR alumni and friends participated in the 31st annual Legislative Day on Wednesday, March 16, 
in Jefferson City. Alumni from all four University of Missouri campuses visited with legislators about the 
importance of their support of higher education in the state. To learn more about this effort on the part 
of UMR's Public Resource Ambassadors Alliance, go to the volunteer-run site www.joe-miner.com.
If you are interested in participating in the future or serving as a Public Resource Ambassador, contact 
Lindsay Bagnall at (573) 341-4145.
Banquet joins donors w ith their scholarship recipients
Alumni association donors and their scholarship recipients will meet during the association's 
Scholarship Banquet on Friday, April 22. More than 200 students who receive scholarships through the 
alumni association will be honored at the banquet. Donors who provide named scholarships through 
the association will sit with the students who benefit directly from their generosity. Alumni association 
directors will also greet and congratulate these students.
Graduates enjoy pizza party
More than 100 graduating seniors attended the Senior Pizza Party Nov. 18 in the Alumni Lounge 
of Castleman Hall. They enjoyed free pizza, sandwiches, soda and door prizes.
Susan Watson, CSci'83, generously donated a PDA for the grand door prize, and James Duehning, 
a civil engineering major, was the delighted winner.
During the pizza party, graduates were welcomed into alumni association family and given an MSM- 
UMR Alumni Association membership kit with information about alumni benefits. All seniors who attended 
Commencement Dec. 18 received a diploma case courtesy of the MSM-UMR Alumni Association.
MSM-UMR Alumni Association Mission and Goals
M IS SIO N
The association w ill proactive ly strive to create an environm ent —  embodying com m unication w ith  and 
partic ipa tion  by M SM -UM R alumni and friends —  to fos te r strong loya lty to UMR and grow th of the 
association. The association w ill increase its financia l strength as w e ll as provide aid and support to 
deserving students, faculty, and alumni friends.
GOALS
• A ss is t univers ity  w ith  recru itm en t and retention.
• Improve com m unication w ith  and expand the involvem ent of a lum ni, 
especia lly  recen t graduates and cu rren t students.
• Increase financ ia l resources of the association and the university.
• S trengthen alumni section activ ity.
• Increase vo lun tee r support to  the un ivers ity  and its students.
The o ffice rs  and o ther members o f the association's board of d irec to rs  provide
leadership and actua l partic ipa tion  to achieve these goals and fu lfill th is  m ission. For the ir e fforts  to  be a 
success, they need YOUR active pa rtic ipa tion  as w e ll, in w ha teve r alumni activ ities  you choose.
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If  you have ever thought 
of becoming active in the 
UMR Parents' Association, 
now is your chance!
Why be involved?
The UMR Parents' Association was formed 
in the 1970s to allow parents to share more 
fully in their student's college experience. 
The association continues to provide an 
added column of support for our students 
through the following mediums:
I  Communication
The university encourages you to use 
the Parents' Association as a vehicle
for communicating with university 
administration. For example, parents worked 
together through the association to build 
the tunnel that connects Thomas Jefferson 
Residence Hall with the campus. Through 
this cooperative effort with the university,
TJ residents no longer have to cross the 
busy U.S. Highway 63.
I  Helping a student in need
The association also sponsors programs 
to benefit your students while they are at 
UMR. One of the most important is the 
Educational Assurance Program, which 
provides a grant of emergency funds up to 
$1,000 to a student whose father or mother 
dies while they are enrolled at UMR.
The association has provided more than 
$50,000 in these grants since 1986.
For just $15 you can have a personalized 
birthday cake or fresh flow ers delivered 
to your student on his or her birthday
Sponsored by the UMR Parent-Alumni Relations Committee of the 
Student Council. All proceeds go to benefit UMR's Student Council.
Cakes are purchased from Country Mart. Flowers are purchased from Blossom Basket Florist.
The cakes and flowers are individually priced at $15; however, both items may be purchased for $28.
If you have any questions or comments, call the Student Council office at (573) 341-4280 




Phone #: _________:__________________________ __________Birthday Delivery Day: _________________________________________________
PARENT INFORMATION
Name: _________ __ ____________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________Phone # : ____________________________________________
Please attach a sheet with the message to be printed on the cake or the card with the flowers. Please mark the item(s) you are ordering 
below, and remember to check the options you want for each item. This form may be copied if needed.
CAKE CAKE FLAVOR: O  W hite O  Marble O  Chocolate ICING TYPE: O  Whipped Cream O  Butter Cream
CAKE DESIGN: (Please add $2.50 for special designs/No additional charge for floral design)
O  Baseball O  Croc Hunter O  Dragon Ball 2 O  Football O  Happy Birthday O  Lord of the Rings 
O  Nascar Jeff Gordon or Dale Earnhardt O  Nemo O  Power Puff Girls O  Real W inner O  Scooby Doo O  Sponge Bob 
O  Star W ars O  Strawberry Shortcake O  W innie the Pooh, Piglet, Eeyore
_FLOWERS FLOWER TYPE: O  Three Roses in Vase O  M ixed Plants in a Basket O  Decorated Carnation with Smiley Face
TOTAL ENCLOSED:______________________________
Please mail form with check to: Parent-Alumni Relations Committee c/o Student Council, 
220 Flavener Center, Rolla, M0 65409-0770
I  Fund-raising projects
The Parents' Association has a tradition of 
fund-raising support for UMR as well. The 
association is in its third year of a $50,000 
pledge to build a study lounge in the 
Havener Center. The lounge honors retired 
UMR Chancellor John T. Park and his wife, 
Dorcas, for their many years of dedicated 
service to UMR students. Former projects 
include a $25,000 gift to fund the "Green 
Room" in Castleman Hall and a $100,000 
fund-raising project to help renovate the 
University Recreation Center.
CONTACT US!
If you have any questions about the UMR 
Parents' Association, or if you would like 
to get involved, please feel free to contact 
any of the officers. You may also contact 
Stephanie Martensen at (573) 341-4897. 
We could use your help.
OFFICERS NOMINATED
Part of the agenda for the fall board 
meeting of the UMR Parents' 
Association included electing new 
officers to serve through November 
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M INER TO U RS
Imperial Vienna
April 2005, from $1,599
Vienna is old, Vienna is new. This city's magic 
lies in its unique blend of old-fashioned charm, 
late 19th century elegance and stylish pomp 
and circumstance. Discover the home of the 
famous composer Richard Strauss, the waltz 
and the Vienna Boys Choir. Admire the 
magnificent buildings that house famous 
museums, art galleries, theaters and music 
halls, along w ith the splendid St. Stephen's 
Cathedral, the impressive Vienna State Opera 
House and the majestic Imperial Palace.
Spend some time at pastry shops, open-air 
cafes or in coffee houses and sample the 
famous Sachertorte and delicious strudels, 
or relax in the beer gardens or wine taverns. 
Savor the superb Austrian food that makes 
every meal a pleasure in itself, and relax 
w ith the friendly Austrians who genuinely 
like foreign visitors.
Washington, D.C., 
and W illiamsburg, Va.
A pril 2005, from $1,198
This is truly the all-American holiday, complete 
w ith the heritage of our nation's capitol and 
the historic charm of Williamsburg. Attend the 
National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade, which 
celebrates the blooming of the Japanese cherry 
trees planted around the Tidal Basin. Then, 
see the sites, including the Capitol Building, 
Supreme Court, Library of Congress, FDR and 
Women in M ilitary Service memorials,
Arlington National Cemetery and the 
Washington, D.C., Illumination Tour. Experience 
first hand the new World War II Memorial.
After departing D.C., take a driving tour through 
historic Alexandria; Mount Vernon, the estate 
of George and Martha Washington; and 
Monticello, home of Thomas Jefferson.
Colonial Williamsburg is the largest living 
history museum in the country and one of 
America's most popular attractions.
Normandy, 
France
June and July 2005, 
from $1,995
See the D-Day landing 
beaches of Normandy, 
including poignant 
Omaha Beach and the 
moving St. Laurent 
M ilitary Cemetery. 
Explore the Peace Memorial in Caen. See 
history unfold in the magnificent embroidered 
scenes of the medieval Bayeux Tapestry, which 
tells the story of the Norman Conquest of 
England in 1066. Visit Monet's home and 
exquisite gardens in Giverny. Delight in nature's 
tranquil artistry. Visit Rouen, the City of a 
Hundred Spires. Make a pilgrimage to the awe­
inspiring and magnificent Mont-St-Michel. Meet 
the people. Participate in an open discussion 
w ith friendly local residents.
Andalucia
September 2005, from $2,395
Delight in the luxury and cliff-top panoramas 
of Andalucia's renowned Parador De Ronda! 
Experience the essence of Moorish Andalucia 
in beautiful Jerez and the white-washed town 
of Arcos de la Frontera. Marvel at the epic 
beauty of Seville, a remarkable UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Journey along the Costa 
del Sol, Spain's Mediterranean "sun coast" 
and visit two of its most famous resort towns. 
Travel to Granada and admire the views from 
the historic Alhambra.
Trains Across Colorado
September 2005, from $1,329





you have never seen 
before. Experience the 
nation's highest state 
in five different train 
rides, viewing parks, 
w ild life  and regal 
mountains. Each train 
w ill be unique, from 
cog railways to steam 
engines, and all are 
maintained in their 
original condition.
Along your journey, you w ill visit the area's 
No. 1 man-made attraction, The U.S. Air Force 
Academy, and observe what inspires and 
develops these outstanding young men and 
women to become Air Force officers. What 
better way to end the expedition than at the 
foot of the Rocky Mountains. The "M ile  High 
City" of Denver awaits for two days and nights 
to explore!
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MINER TOURS
Contact Stephanie Martensen in the alumni office by phone at (573) 341-4897 or by email at smarten@umr.edu.
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The UMR Sym phony w ith com poser-conductor Raymond Helble.
Giving the gift of music
by Mindy Limback (limbackm@umr.edu)
It's a love of music, accented by memories from UMR, that draws Miner Music Section 
members together, creating life-long friendships and even sparking more than a few marriages.
"Participating in a musical group, especially at an engineering school, is definitely a 
bonding experience," says N ico le  Talbot, ChE'77. "Most of the groups are smaller than they 
would be at a university that offers a music degree. You have the opportunity to become closer 
to your fellow musicians."
The bonding experiences created by participating in band, choir or orchestra inspired Talbot 
and two other alumni to apply for section recognition in 1991. "Our section isn't based upon 
region, but what we did in school," explains Curtis Robinson. EMgt'03. "We all particularly 
enjoyed the music program at UMR."
Through its fund-raising efforts, the section gives students who might otherwise decline to 
attend UMR because of financial issues the opportunity to obtain a first-rate education. "And it 
usually means we get a fine musician for one or more of the musical groups," adds Talbot.
The section also tries to add to the university's cultural offerings by raising money to 
commission new pieces, Robinson says. Last spring, a Leach Theatre audience witnessed the 
world premiere of composer-conductor Raymond Helble's orchestral tone poem, King Lear, 
op. 50, commissioned by UMR and performed by the UMR Symphony.
L o o k in g  fo r  an  A lu m n i S e c t io n  in  y o u r G o o n lin e
to  a lu m n i.u m r .e d u  a n d  c lic k  o n  S e c tio n  D ire c to ry .




Do you know youths 
ages 10 through 18 
who are interested in 
math or science?









Nuclear Engineering Camp 
Reactor Operations 
Workshop
Summer Explosives Camp 
Summer “Solutions" 
W eekend Camp for Girls 
Summer Transportation 
Institute
For specific requirements, costs 
and more information, go to 
http://dce.umr.edu and click on 
Pre-College and Summer 
Programs or call (573) 341-4132 
to request a brochure.
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A I R  C A P I T A L
Rolla Miners say 
cheese for the camera
Nov. 13 -  Members of the Air Capital 
Section gathered at the Kansas Aviation 
Museum in Wichita for a group photo, which 
was pictured on the inside back cover of the 
w inter 2004 Alumnus. With so many MSM- 
UMR alumni living in the area and working for 
Boeing, this was a prime opportunity to bring 
out alumni from all generations. Three recent 
graduates joined in the fun, attending their 
first section event.
Following the photo shoot, several alumni 
and their families stayed at the museum 
for educational sightseeing.
Special thanks go to Sean Daly for 
coordinating this event.
Those attending included Randal Atkeisson 
76; Dan and Deborah Bandy; Cassandra 
Budde '96; Brent Cookson '04; Sean Daly '96; 
Bob Davis '01; John Goethe '92; Craig Goodloe 
'04; Andrew Krisby '02; Jennifer Marshall '96 
with Elisabeth Maurer; Tony '98 and Laura '99 
McLaughlin with Annabel Ie; Je ff Meyers '02; 
Kirk Peterson '95; Je ff Rottler '04; Kenny 
Swope '93, and W illis 73  and Nancy Wilson.
A R K -  L A - T E X
M iners celebrate 
turkey day early
Oct. 16 -  Members of the Ark-La-Tex 
Section gathered for the 10th annual Cajun 
turkey fry at the home of Loretta Moscari. 
Alumni and their guests enjoyed delicious food 
and even better company.
Thanks go to Connie Bauers for organizing 
this event and to Loretta Moscari for opening 
her home to the group.
Those attending included Lincoln '01 and 
Connie '02 Bauers; Helen Bruening '34;
Elmond Claridge '39; John Cochran '03; Kenny 
'83 and Beth Cochran; Clydelle Compton; 
Geane Dick; Jerry Froidl '82; Scotty '99 and 
Theresa Gerbes; Rande 73  and Judy 72
Grotefendt; Nathaniel '03 and Melissa '03 
Huckabay; Bob and Marte Kennealy; Loretta 
Moscari; Louise Patton; Jerry '82 and Tammy 
Poland and Dona Stovey.
C H I C A G O
W indy City alumni go out for 
peanuts and Cracker Jack
Sept. 18 -  Chicago-area alumni, spouses 
and friends gathered to watch the White Sox 
defeat the Detroit Tigers, 9-8, in a 12-inning 
nail-biter. The group started the evening 
loading up on food and beverages at the patio 
party before the game. In fact, several 
members of the group closed out the patio 
party.. .probably to make sure they got their 
money's worth taking advantage of the all- 
you-can-eat and -drink privileges.
The White Sox ended a five-game losing 
streak w ith a dramatic, come-from-behind 
win, scoring runs in the 10th and 12th innings. 
Following the game, alumni were treated to 
a spectacular fireworks display.
Those attending included Michael Bailey 
70; Dennis Blake 79; Stephan Magenta '99; 
Michael '00, '02 and Elizabeth '02 Matthews; 
Parris Ng '00 with Jenny Che and Prasanth 
Nannapaneni; Fred '95 and Jessica '97 
Niemeier; Sree Palepu '97; John Remmers '84 
and Cathy McCain '85 with Alexander and 
Miriam; Kathy Reynolds '97; Gary Schneider 
75, and Tom '91 and Saadi a Wo Iters.
H O U S T O N
Astros race for National 
League w ild-card spot
Sept. 18 -  Alumni and friends gathered 
at Minute Maid Park to watch the Houston 
Astros battle the Milwaukee Brewers. The 
Miners had a great vantage point from their 
seats in center field.
Astros catcher Brad Ausmus suffered a 
mild concussion in a violent collision at home 
plate w ith Brewers outfielder Scott Podsednik. 
Despite being knocked around, Ausmus held 
onto the ball after tagging Podsednik to deny 
the Brewers a chance to tie the game.
The Astros victory led them to w ithin one 
game of the San Francisco Giants and one- 
half game of the Chicago Cubs in the race 
for the National League wild-card slot.
Thanks go to Nicole Talbot for organizing 
and hosting this event.
Those attending included Wayne '58 and 
Betty Andreas with Robert and Patty Porche; 
Keith Chapman '62 with Chris; Kurt DiCiro '84 
with Hakan Tolgay, Garrick DiCiro, Mark 
Duhon, Patty Dutton, Gabby Dutton and 
Adrienne Dover; John Furby '65 with John; Phil 
70 and A m i llavia; David 71 and Charlene 
Jones; Gary Jones 76; M atthew  Kelly '02 with 
Kate Ledbetter; Ed May '83, '95; David '81 and 
Leah Nadel with Daniel and Samantha; Rob 
79 and Becky Riess; Melissa '97 and Justin 
'99 Ryan; Nicole Talbot 77  and Russ Pfeifle 
74; Newton '59 and Marilyn Wells, and 
Daniel Wright '89 with Nicole and Morton.
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Houston Miners celebrate 
the German way
Oct. 30 -  Houston-area alumni gathered 
at Rudi Lechner's for their annual Oktoberfest 
celebration, feasting on delicious German food 
and German-style beverages in a private room. 
German singers added an extra touch 
of authenticity to the evening.
The Houston Section would like to extend 
a special thank you to Ted Vora for donating 
two g ift certificates to his new restaurant, 
Lemongrass Cafe, to attendees.
Special thanks also go to Lori Stapp 
Crocker for organizing and hosting this 
annual event.
Those attending included Wayne '58 and 
Betty Andreas with Robert and Patty Porche; 
Lori Stapp Crocker '88; Ann Englehorn '98; 
Mike '81 and Rosie Flannigan; Kevin '80 and 
Dorothy Hagan; Dave 71 and Charlene Jones; 
Michael J. Kausch '99; Hugh 74 and Jean 
Murray; Russ Pfeifle 74 and Nicole Talbot 77; 
Justin '99 and Melissa '97 Ryan; Herman '60 
and Carol Vacca; Ted 77  and Naiyana Vora, 
and Chloe and Mike Wieczorek.
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German music greets Houston alumni
as they celebrate Oktoberfest.
Houston alumni represent 
UMR at 2004 college fairs
Nearly 300 Houston-area high school 
students and their parents visited w ith MSM- 
UMR alumni during the 2004 high school 
college fair season. Houston alumni 
ambassadors handed out brochures on UMR 
and helped students sign up to receive more 
information from the admissions department. 
Houston Section alumni who shared their 
educational and career experiences w ith the 
students were key to the fairs' successes.
Alumni participated in 23 college night 
programs that reached out to students from 
72 Texas high schools.
A very special thank you goes to Curt 
Killinger for his tireless energy in coordinating 
this vast effort.
Those participating included Rex Alford '40; 
Wayne '58 and Betty Andreas; Paul Balaster 
'02; Greg Bonagurio 78; Warren Carroll '59; 
Steve Curran 79; Brad Flauaus '94; Adi! 
Godiwalla '66; Mark Gredell 79; Delores 
Hinkle 75; Alan Hopkins '89; Curt Killinger 73, 
'80; Rich Langenstein '87; Ed May '83; Jim  
Medlin '67; Russ Pfeifle 74 and Nicole Talbot 
77; Eric Potts 73; Larry Ragsdale '98; Walt 
Reed '69; Rob Riess 79; Greg '02 and Melissa 
'01 Savage, and Shannon Walker '97.
NASA astronaut motivates 
Houston students
Nov. 6 -  The annual TranStar reception 
offered prospective students, their parents 
and several MSM-UMR alumni a "travelogue" 
featuring astronaut Sandra Magnus, Phys'86, 
MS EE'90. Magnus shared with the group her 
STS-112 mission to the International Space 
Station aboard space shuttle Atlantis, 
describing her voyage, showing awesome 
pictures and introducing the audience to the 
Space Station crew. Magnus also discussed 
how to excel at a career in engineering and 
technology through a strong education and 
hard work. Audience questions ranged from 
"W hat is the dynamic moment of the shuttle 
robotic arm?" to "How many M&M's can one 
capture in a weightless environment in 
one minute?"
The reception was hosted once again by 
the Houston Transportation and Emergency 
Management Center (TranStar). Jack Whaley, 
director, and Russ Pfeifle, 74, a member of 
the TranStar technology team, gave a tour of 
the facility, including observation of the 
mission control center that monitors Houston 
Metro Area byways to provide information and 
operational support for managing, planning 
and coordinating transportation and 
emergency response.
Thanks go to Russ Pfeifle, Jack Whaley 
and Sandra Magnus for making this event 
extra special.
Those attending included Rex Alford '40; 
Wayne '58 and Betty Andreas; Jennie Bayless 
'89; Ed Creamer 53; Charles W. Dawson; Ryan
Dawson; Curt Killinger 73, '80; Sandra 
Magnus '86, '90; Annie Nicholson; Russ 
Pfeifle 74 and Nicole Talbot 77; Larry '98 
and Elizabeth '00 Ragsdale; Rob Riess 79; 
Rob Riess Jr. '04, and Jack Whaley.
Houston closes out 2004 
w ith annual holiday party
Dec. 4 -  Good food, chilled beverages 
and beautiful holiday decorations welcomed 
members of the Houston Section to the home 
of Rob and Becky Riess for the traditional 
end- of-the-year bash for UMR Miners. 
However, the tradition w ill be broken as 
the Riesses announced plans to move to 
Oklahoma in 2005.
Section members were also pleased to 
welcome Larry Hendren, MSM-UMR Alumni 
Association president, who flew  down to 
meet alumni from one of the biggest and 
most active sections in the country.
Special thanks go out to Rob and Becky 
Riess not only for continually opening their 
home to the Houston area alumni, but also 
for their continued support of the section.
Those attending included Wayne 58  and 
Betty Andreas with Robert and Patty Porche; 
Wilfred 72  and Julie Bertrand; Leigh Cordier 
'92; Tony and Lori '88 Stapp Crocker; Rachel 
Durst 99 and Jason Strecker; M ike '81 and 
Rosie Flannigan; Maryann Fox 7 9  and Doug 
Fuchs 77, 79; Dave 77  and Karen Fronick; 
David Furnish 51; Larry Hendren 73; Mark 74  
and Rose Herzog; Phil 70  and A m i llavia; Curt 
73, '80 and Marybeth Killinger; Ed May '83,
95; Jim 57  and Carolyn Medlin; Russ Pfeifle 
74 and Nicole Talbot 77; Larry 98  and 
Elizabeth 90 Ragsdale; Rob 79  and Becky 
Riess; Fred 74 and Rosa Thompson, and 
Jim 98 and Renee Vasher.
(Continued on page 38)
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K A N S A S  C I T Y
Happy hour brings 
out Rolla grads
Oct. 21 -  The Kansas City Section hosted 
another happy hour for its members at the 
Fox and Hound English Pub & Grille. Section 
officers provided appetizers and paid for all 
guests to play pool.
Thanks go to Kenneth Bandelier and 
Jim Van Acker for organizing and hosting 
this event.
Those attending included Sarah Albers 52; 
Kenneth Bandelier '97; Phil Bureman '81; 
Steve Dawson '98; Jennifer Denzer '02; 
Jeremy Estep '98; Anja Frauenberger '03; 
Leigh Ann Hauser '03; Steve Keeling '82; Brad 
Martin '03; Eric Neal '98; Steve Owens '96; 
William Buzicka 73; Eugene Shoykhet '02; 
Aaron Steigerwalt '98; Cory Stricklin '02; Chris 
Trull '97; Jim Van Acker '98; Pramod Varma 
'03; Laura Wagner '02; Mark Winschel '00, 
and Bobin Winslett '95.
KC alumni spend day 
at the brewery
Nov. 13 -  Kansas City Section members 
spent the day learning about the beer-brewing 
process at the Boulevard Brewery. Alumni and 
their guests chose from three different tour 
times, and then spent the rest of the day 
enjoying the fruits of the brewery's labor. This 
event was so popular w ith the group, there 
was not enough space to accommodate all 
who wanted to attend.
Special thanks go to Kenneth Bandelier for 
organizing this event.
Those attending included Lance Carroll '98; 
Jim Coyle '87; Frank Ellis '67; Diana '80 and 
Ivan 78  Engeman; Kimberly Kieu '01; Kris 
Kitchen '01; Heather '91 and George '93 Lind; 
Jasyn Bandazzo '02; Joe Beichert '59; Kevin 
Biegel '02; Karthik Sampath '03; Aaron 
Steigerwalt '98; Libby Stephenson '02; Bruce 
Taylor 70; Mark Walker '81, and Craig 
Wakeman '99.
L I N C O L N  L A N D
Stephenson visits w ith alumni 
during annual fall dinner
Oct. 21 -  Lincolnland Section alumni and 
their guests gathered for their annual fall 
dinner at the Springfield Motor Boat Club. 
Following cocktails and a social hour, 
attendees enjoyed a wonderful meal and 
settled in to hear a campus update. The 
special guest for this event, Rick Stephenson, 
professor of civil, architectural and 
environmental engineering, shared news of 
the UMR vision for 2006, current trends in 
enrollment, new degree programs and 
priorities and goals for the future.
Many thanks go to Jerry Parsons for 
organizing and hosting this event.
Those attending included Bich Berning '69; 
Dave Daniels '69, 71; Tom Feger '69; Jason 
Jones '00; Sadie Burk Jones '98; Dan Kerns 
74, 79; Jim Knutelski '91; T. James '66 and 
Connie May; Ed '69 and Anne Midden; Bich 
'64 and Sandy Mochel; Joel Moore '96 and 
Melesa Plotner; Jerry 70  and Mary Parsons; 
Pick Stephenson; W ill Sudduth '66; Bandy 
Vogel '88, and Andrew and Amanda '99 
Withers.
P O R T L A N D
UMR message reaches 
out to Oregon alumni
Nov. 4 -  Members of the newly formed 
Portland Section met for the firs t time since 
their initial gathering to welcome Wayne 
Huebner CeE'82, UMR vice provost for 
research. Full of energy and motivated to 
share all the good news of the university, 
Huebner was a huge hit w ith Oregon alumni. 
Coupled w ith a wonderful meal and a 
restaurant settled near the river, the evening 
was picturesque.
Special thanks go to Bruce M iller for 
finding a perfect venue for this event.
Those attending included Duane Bequette 
75; Bichard '51 andJanice Bullock; Bick Crall 
'67; Brian Fuller '01; Sal lie Hose '83; Wayne 
Huebner '82, '87; Pete Malsch '62 and Jeanne
Kightlinger; Bruce '50 and Mary M iller; David 
'89 and Brandy M irly; Jaideep Patwardhan 
'00; George Bhine 70; and William '58 and 
Lula Walker.
R O C K Y
M  0  U N T A I N
Miners meet in Golden 
to see who w ill claim  
traveling trophy
Sept. 4 -  The traditional football game 
between the UMR Miners and the Colorado 
Orediggers was held in Golden, Colo., at 
Brooks Field. Alumni from both schools 
enjoyed the mid-afternoon rivalry, w ith the 
final score favoring the Orediggers.
Following four quarters of game action, 
alumni from both schools met at the 
Coolbaugh House for a pizza party. Alumni had 
fun sharing stories, enjoying pizza and drinks, 
and trying to out-match each other on which 
institution has the better engineering school.
As the afternoon closed, the traveling 
trophy was presented once again to the 
Colorado alumni.
Special thanks go to all UMR alumni for 
coming out to outnumber those Colorado 
Orediggers at the alumni event.
Those attending included David 71 and 
Judy Bondurant; Dave Bufalo '66; George 
Carlstrom 75; Terry Donze 71; Clancy 
Ellebracht 54; Karen Epps; Ivan 57  and Linda 
Erwin; M a tt Fischer '99; Bick 74 and Maggie
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73 Jones; Tim Kram '91; Stephanie 
Martensen; Kimberly Morrison '96; Casey '02 
and Michelle '01, '02 Nordwald; Mike 
Steffens 73; Bob '68 and Sylvia Storck, and 
Amanda Weingartner '03.
S T .  L O U I S
Alumni help CE seniors 
celebrate success
Sept. 30 -  St. Louis area alumni were 
invited to join 80 graduating seniors from the 
civil engineering department for dinner at 
Horner & Shifrin.
The evening included washer tournaments, 
a dinner catered by the Pasta House Co. and 
good Rolla stories and memories. How 
appropriate to bring together Rolla graduates 
from different generations with those nearing 
the end of their stay at UMR!
Many thanks go to Rick Stephenson, 
professor of civil, architectural and 
environmental engineering, for including the 
alumni in this meal with the current students. 
Thanks also to the staff of Horner & Shifrin for 
coordinating this event.
Those attending included Ryan Barr '95; 
Laurel Berger '50; Christopher Boone '90; 
Daniel Chamberlin '86; M a tt Coco '66; Pamela 
Cole '82; Randy Dreiling '81; Shawnna Erter 
'00; Richard Frueh 75; Rachel Goeke '02; 
Dominic Grana 72; Phil Jozwiak '66; ten '66 
and Mary Kirberg; Joe Krispin '54; Vicki Larose 
'98; T. Mike McMillen '67; M ilt Murry '64; 
James Nelson '99; Tom Oberle '91; Demon 
Parker '98; Tom Schneider 75, and Sam '03 
and Sylvia '03 Strackeljahn.
Rolla alumni join prospective 
Miners at Forest Hills
Oct. 26 -  Nine MSM-UMR alumni traveled 
to Forest Hills County Club to help admissions 
introduce UMR to prospective students and 
their families. These St. Louis alumni opted to 
recruit UMR students instead of watching the 
Cardinals in the World Series!
Those attending included Richard Bauer 
'51; Robert Behrens 72; Michael Emanuel '87; 
Randy Hendershot '84; Je ff Klein '82; M ilt  
Murry '64; Sam '03 and Sylvia '03 
Strackeljahn, and Anthony Tompras '85.
S O U T H E R N
C A L I F O R N I A
Chancellor Thomas visits 
Southern California
Oct. 19 -  Chancellor Gary Thomas joined 
members of the Southern California Section 
for dinner at the home of Scott and Joyce 
Porter.
The area was experiencing an 
unprecedented amount of rainfall during the 
week of Thomas' arrival, so all activities were 
held indoors. Despite the less-than-ideal 
outdoor environment, the group enjoyed a 
delicious meal prepared by the Porters.
A special thank you goes to Scott and Joyce 
Porter for opening their home to the group.
Those attending included Connie Eggert; 
Genevieve Fabela '00; Stephanie Martensen; 
Scott '55 and Joyce Porter; Marshall '57 and 
Nancy Severson, and Chancellor Gary Thomas.
W E S T  T E X A S
West Texas alumni 
celebrate holidays
Dec. 7 -  Thanks to the efforts of Mike 
Party and Joanne Zap, alumni and their 
spouses came together to celebrate the 
holidays with fellow Rolla Miners. This 
group had not been together for quite 
some time -  what a great time of year to 
rekindle friendships and talk about their 
Rolla, Mo., heritage.
Members of the West Texas Section 
celebrate the holidays and their 
alma mater.
Special thanks go to Mike and Cathie Party 
for opening their home for this occasion.
Those attending included Thomas '96 and 
J ill Alleman; Jerry '58 and Peggy Armstrong; 
Gary '68 and Leah Gerhard; David '81 and 
Helen Griesinger; Robert Lee 79; Don '52 and 
Lou Matson; Alan '80 and Renee Means; Lucas 
Moore '03; Sal 73  and Lesley Pagano; Mike 
78 and Cathie Party; Andy Rickard '83; Jack 
72 and Liz Rose; Dennis 75  and Kathy 
Wehmeyer; Scott '80 and Traci Wehner, and 
Steve and Joanne Zap.
WE W ANT YOUR NEWS
Submit your Section News by 
March 30 to alumni@umr.edu for 
inclusion in the summer 2005 issue.
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CLASS OF 1955 TO CELEBRATE 50-YEAR GOLDEN REUNION IN JUNE
The Class of 1955 w ill celebrate its Golden Alumni Reunion 
June 5-7 at UMR and the Comfort Suites in Rolla. Alumni w ill 
tour their departments and learn more about the campus and 
future building and landscaping plans. The MSM-UMR Alumni 
Association w ill host the alumni and present programs on the
association's history, world events 50 years ago and MSM in 
1955. The three-day event ends with a grand recognition 
ceremony, where class members receive their 50-year pins and 
certificates on the final day of the reunion.
If you are a member of the Class of 1955, or want to celebrate your Golden Alumni Reunion with 
this class, contact Amy Andres at mcmillen@umr.edu or call (573) 341-7677 for more information.
i  s 3  C D s
1937
Robert L. Elgin, CE: “This spring Caroline 
and I reached the advanced age of 90 and our 
children Pico, Dick and Jane gave us a fine 
big birthday party.”
1939
Edgar S. Miller, CE, was named a Melvin 
Jones Fellow, the highest honor of the Lions 
Club, on Nov. 16, 2004. Miller resides in 
Jekyll Island, Ga., with his wife of 65 years, 
Margaret “Peg.”
Looking for a 
1944 Class Ring
W arren L. Larson, MetE'44, lost his 
1944 class ring and is interested in 
purchasing another one. If anyone 
has a Class of 1944 ring they no 
longer need, or know where one is 
available, please let us know.
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1941
Hermann F. Bottcher, ME: “I’ve graduated 
to a walker, but am still bright-eyed and 
bushy-tailed!”
1943
H. William Flood, ChE: “I finished serving 
nine years on the Massachusetts Board of 
Registration for Professional Engineers and 
Professional Land Surveyors last summer. I 
was chair for about five years and thoroughly 
enjoyed the work. I’m sorry chemical 
engineers are not very interested in being 
registered. We will need to be licensed to 
serve the consumer.”
1944
Robert O. Dietz, ME: “My wife, Justine, and 
I are still active in civic affairs, politics and 
motor homing. I retired in 1979 and am 
enjoying it.” • James D. Gostin, ME: “My 
beloved wife of almost 62 years passed away 
Feb. 7, 2004. For 57 years, Theda was as 
healthy as anyone could be when suddenly all 
of the nuts and bolts came loose. She had 
Alzheimer’s disease and cancer, broke her leg 
and had a stroke. She passed away peacefully 
in her sleep under the watch of a professional 
caretaker who lived with us. Theda was a 
beautiful wife, mother and grandmother.” 
• O. Morris Sievert, ME: “My wife of 60 
years, LaWanda, died in 2002. At 82 years 
young I met and married Eloise Ogden, whose 
husband of 53 years died in 1998. We are 
trying to make our great happiness last as long 
as possible.” • Edmund J. Waltenspiel, CE: 
“I’m enjoying traveling with a compatible 
widow and friend of 40 years. I’m coping with 
prostate cancer -  four years and counting!”
1947
James D. Sullivan, MetE: “I’ve been retired 
for 20 years and am still doing ok.”
1948
George E. Gregg, ME: “I’m enjoying life in 
southwest Oregon and on the road in our RV.”
> )5 0 s
1950
Delmar W. Breuer, MS CE: “I still manage to 
maintain our home, play about 36 holes of 
golf a week (handicap is 27 and growing), and 
serve on the Air Force Institute of Technology 
Foundation Board.” • Stuart S. Brown, ChE: 
“I’m planning to swim all freestyle events at 
the 2005 National Senior Games in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., June 3-18.” • Avery Ala Drake Jr., 
GGph, MS GGph’52: “I had quadruple bypass 
surgery in March 2004. Have completely 
recovered and am as mean as ever. I started 
my 10th year as a scientist emeritus in August 
2004. As usual, we spent August at our place 
in Brittany, France.” • Arthur G. Gore, CE: 
“I sold my insurance agency last November 
when 1 turned 75 and enjoy spending winter in 
Texas.” • Irving Klaus, CerE: “I’m enjoying 
retirement with seven beautiful grandchildren 
ages 4-22.” • Carl K. Mann, ME: “I’m 
looking forward to my 55th reunion in 2005. 
The 50th was fantastic!” • Donald W. 
Marshall, CE: “I’ve been retired for 28 years 
and enjoying every minute of it. Doing some 
traveling, golfing, and a lot of honey-do 
projects at our place on the Lake of the 
Ozarks. We still go to Corpus Christi, Texas, 
for three months in the winter.” • Harold E.
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Tibbs, GGph: “Florence and I celebrated 56 
years of marriage and 14 years of retirement 
in Las Vegas this year. We are 
both in excellent health.” • Franklin W. 
Wyatt, ChE: “After many years of sedentary 
activity 1 had triple-bypass surgery in 
December 2003. Now I work out three days a 
week and am progressing well. I have also 
progressed into the computer era.”
1951
Gilbert L. Crowell, CE: “I retired in 1991 
from General Dynamics Corp.” • George R. 
Donaldson, PetE: “I’m still getting older, 
thank goodness! Hunting season has started, 
so as usual, my health seems to have 
improved.” • Earl E. Jackson, MinE: “I’m 
still enjoying retirement and traveling. My 
wife of 57 years had both knees replaced and 
is doing great, otherwise our health is good.” 
• Dean Kleinkopf, GGph, is a scientist 
emeritus with the U.S. Geological Survey in 
Tucson, Ariz. He received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Tobacco Root 
Geological Society for fundamental 
contributions over the past 30 years to the 
geology of the northern Rocky Mountains 
using potential field geophysics. • Paul S. 
Pender, ME: “I have been retired since 1985 
and continue to be active in the Masons, 
American Legion and church activities. 
My wife, Evelyn, died on April 13, 2001.”
• Lee Wehmeier, CE: “I have been retired 
from McDonnell Douglas for 17 years. Elsie 
and I celebrated our 50th wedding 
anniversary with all 22 family members 
present on a cruise to Alaska.”
1952
William M. Penney Jr., CE: “My wife of 
45 years, Jane, died in October 2003. She was 
proud to be married to an alumnus of MSM.”
1953
James E. Cauthorn, CerE: “We moved to 
Florida just in time for the hurricanes. 
Fortunately, we didn’t suffer any damage.”
1954
Robert E. Hanss, GGph: “It was great to see 
so many classmates at the 50th reunion in 
June 2004.” • Richard Kolb, ME: “I retired 
from Oklahoma Public Service in 1986 and 
have been RVing since 1990, seeing all 48 
contiguous states and all but three provinces 
in Canada. Still enjoying life on the road.”
1955
Charles A. Hahs, ME: “My wife, Gerry, 
and I celebrated 50 years of marriage.”
• Robert J. Martin, CE: “I retired from 
Quarry Project and moved to a condominium 
in Shrewsbury, Mo.”
1957
Charles A. Frey, CE: “I retired in 1993 from 
the Texas Department of Transportation after 
37 years and then taught math in the local 
school from 1994-2004. My two sons, Chris 
and Paul, have given me four grandchildren 
and one great-grandson. Have been traveling 
a lot these past 10 years and just returned 
from a cruise.” • James E. Watwood Jr., CE: 
“Retired and enjoying every minute of it.”
1958
John F. Kirse Jr., CE: “Since retiring, I 
enjoy hunting, fishing, golfing, flirting with 
politics and spending time with my 
17 grandchildren.” • Royce Scott Jr.. ChE: 
“I continue to enjoy retirement after 12 years. 
We travel, visit friends and family and 
especially enjoy our grandchildren. I’m glad 
I retired; I don’t have time to work!”
1959
Valgene E. Hart, ME: “I retired from Los 
Alamos National Laboratory in 1997, but 
continued consulting work until 2002. After 
45 years in New Mexico, my wife and I 
moved to Springfield, Mo., and so did our 
son and his family. Our twin daughters now 
live in Colorado Springs, Colo., so we return 
to the mountains quite often.”
(Continued on page 42)
Help UMR recruit students in your area
Volunteer to becom e an A lum ni Adm issions Am bassador 
and help U M R  recru it students.
As an ambassador, you may:
VISIT HIGH SCHOOLS 
ATTEND COLLEGE FAIRS
CALL ADMITTED STUDENTS to congratulate them and answer questions 
ATTEND PROSPECTIVE STUDENT RECEPTIONS in your area
Our alumni share information about their careers and how UMR helped launch 
their careers. Both students and parents appreciate being able to talk with our 
alumni at these receptions.
To help update you on the latest information on campus, UMR's Admissions Office 
will provide you with fact sheets and a DVD. If you would like to become an admissions 
ambassador, contact Cathy Tipton in admissions at crowell@umr.edu or call (573) 341 -4166.
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Dunning assumes 
supercomputing 
post at U of I
Thom  H. Dunning Jr., Chem '65, is 
the new director of the National Center for 
Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
He also is the Distinguished Chair for 
Research Excellence in Chemistry and a 
professor in the department.
NCSA is a national high performance 
computing center that develops and deploys 
cutting-edge computing, networking and 
information technologies.
"As NCSA's director, I will lead a new 
effort to integrate the processing power 
of high-end computers; the codes used to 
model physical, chemical, and biological 
systems; and visualization, data analysis, 
and other services into comprehensive, 
innovative systems for discovery," says 
Dunning, who earned his Ph.D. in chemical 
physics from the California Institute of 
Technology.
Voss and Naslund 
promoted at 
Ameren Corp.
Thom as R. Voss, EE'69, has been 
promoted from vice president of generation 
to executive vice president and chief 
operating officer for Ameren Corp. Voss has 
served more than 30 years in energy 
delivery, directing generation operations 
since 2003. He also serves as president of 
AmerenEnergy Inc., the company's short­
term energy marketing company, and 
AmerenEnergy Resources Co., parent of 
AmerenEnergy Generating Co., the Illinois- 
based non-regulated generating subsidiary 
of Ameren Corp.
Charles D. N aslund, EE 74, has also 
received a promotion from Ameren Corp., 
rising from vice president of nuclear 
operations to senior vice president and chief 
nuclear officer. Naslund has worked for 
Union Electric and AmerenUE since 1974.
Shelby's research featured on MSNBC website
Research by Jam es E. Shelby, CerE'65, MS CerE'67, PhD CerE'68, professor of ceramic 
engineering at Alfred University in Alfred, N.Y., was recently featured on MSNBC's Breaking 
News website for his studies of the use of miniature glass spheres as a storage device for 
hydrogen. According to the site, Shelby and his team hope these microspheres will prove to be 
cheaper, safer and more reliable than the metal gasoline tanks typically used in vehicles. This 
is a key issue for the development of an economy based on hydrogen instead of fossil fuels.
"Each tiny microsphere acts as a vessel," Shelby says. "In an accident, they would not 
break and release a large guantity of hydrogen, as would the rupture of a big tank of gas."
The refueling system would differ little from the refueling in today's gasoline system.
Moreover, the microspheres are inexpensive, light, "and can be repeatedly filled and 
refilled without degradation."
Read the story at www.msnbc.com/id/5343023
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1961
Farouk El-Baz, MS GGph, PhD GGph’64, 
received a Pioneer Award from The Arab 
Thought Foundation for his research and role 
in improving the future of the Arab world. 
• Robert L. Benner, MetE, MS MetE’62, 
PhD MetE’65, was paralyzed in October 
2000 while swimming in the ocean at the 
Outer Banks in North Carolina. He still gets 
to the office at TBW Industries frequently. 
His sons keep the business running 
smoothly. • John B. Kincaid. CE, MS 
CE’72: “I recently returned to teaching how 
to make handmade American Windsor chairs 
at the John C. Campbell Folk School in 
Brasstown, N.C.”
1962
Jerry W. Huffman, MS MinE: “I am 
presently studying income tax and social 
security legislation.” • Vijay Rastogi, MS 
ME: “After working five years with Babcock 
& Wilcox Co., 26 years with B.F. Goodrich, 
and 12 years running my own business, MVT 
Technologies Inc., I am making plans to 
retire in another year or so! My son, Rahul, 
33, is an emergency room physician in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. My daughter, Meera, 32, lives 
in Madison, Wis., with her husband, Ryan, 
and is a professor of psychology at 
Edgewood College. I would love to 
hear from anyone in the class of ’62 with 
advice on retirement. My email is 
vrastogi@aol.com.”
1963
Anton J. Carpani, MetE: “After 38 years 
with Boeing, I retired in 2002. I have three 
sons and four grandchildren.”
1964
James P. Odendahl, CE: “My daughter, 
Julie, received her Ph.D. in May 2004 from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill — a first for the Odendahl clan.”
1965
Jay S. Kallor, MetE: “I retired from General 
Electric after 35 years and am now doing 
manufacturing consulting.” • Terence 
Martin, CE: “I retired from the Department 
of the Interior in April 2004 as an 
environmental consultant specializing in the 
National Environmental Policy Act.”
1966
Thomas H. Strickland, ME, celebrated 25 
years of providing mechanical, electrical, 
industrial, and civil engineering and land 
surveying services through Strickland 
Engineering of Jackson, Mo. The company 
received the Distinguished Service Award 
from the American Council of Engineering 
Companies of Missouri.
1967
Henry K. Hachmuth, ChE: “My son, Karl, 
is a freshman at UMR with hopes of 
becoming a nuclear engineer.” • John F. 
Lauletta, GGph, was named chief executive 
officer and chairman of the board for 
National Oilwell Varco in Houston.
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An entrepreneur's keys to success
Entrepreneurship seems to be a natural for Stephen Tebo,
MS CSci'68. It started with a job shining shoes at age 8 and 
continued through college, when he collected and sold coins to cover 
tuition at Fort Hays State University. While an undergraduate at Fort 
Hays, Tebo persuaded a jeweler to let him sell coins from a display 
case in the jewelry store. The approach was neither orthodox nor 
easy for Tebo, who went on to achieve success as a coin dealer and 
real-estate developer in Boulder, Colo. He shared his secrets of 
success with students during a visit back to Rolla last October.
They boil down to 10 "keys to success" and five rules for what 
college students should expect after graduation.
TEBO'S KEYS FOR SUCCESS:
1. Work smarter, longer and harder "I believe 
you work eight hours a day to stay even and the 
additional hours you work each day is how you 
get ahead."
2. Do something you love. "That way you w ill 
never resent having to go to work."
3. Continually challenge yourself. "That way you 
w ill always force yourself to become better and more 
knowledgeable at your vocation."
4. Explore new ideas. "It w ill always turn out to be 
a learning experience."
5. Set goals early. Then "review them thoroughly 
and adjust them often."
6. Exercise tenacity. "You may have heard the 
saying, 'If at first you don't succeed, you're normal,'" 
Tebo says. "However, if you can't or don't stick with 
it and try and try and try again, you probably aren't 
cut out to be an entrepreneur."
7. Take chances. "You w ill be guaranteed to miss 
100 percent of the shots you don't take. Not even the 
greatest athletes in the world ever hit 100 percent of 
the shots they take. But they keep taking them."
8. Think outside the box. "In almost every 
situation, no matter how much you evaluate or 
research a situation, there w ill always be other 
options or information you hadn't thought about."
9. Commitment is a must. "Success is not an 
entitlement. It must be earned."
10. Integrity above all. "You've heard about telling 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 
That's integrity."
In addition to this top 10 list, Tebo left the students 
w ith five rules for life after commencement:
1. Life is not fair -  get used to it.
2. The world won't care about your self esteem.
"The world w ill expect you to accomplish something 
before you feel good about yourself."
3. If you think your professors are tough, w ait 
until you get a boss.
4. Life is not divided into semesters. "You 
don't get summers off and very few employers 
are interested in helping you find yourself. Do 
that on your own time."
5. Be nice to nerds. "Chances are, you'll end up 
working for one."
• Charles McGrady, CE: “I have been 
retired for three years and live in Bowie, 
Md.” • David G. Sokol, EE, retired from 
Vansco Electronics in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
after 10 years of service as vice president of 
engineering and chief executive officer.
• Russell Warchola, GGph: “I am currently 
student-teaching ninth-grade earth science 
and studying toward a master’s degree in 
education at Montana State University- 
Billings. I will be certified to teach science in 
grades 5-12.”
1968
Stephen S. Johnson, CE: ‘The new $32 
million stadium should be completed in the 
spring of 2005 for the Springfield Cardinals, 
the St. Louis Cardinals AA baseball team. 
Currently working on a $200 million lake- 
front development in Branson, Mo. Retire, 
heck no, I’m having too much fun!” • 
Michael Parker, ME, is a program manager 
for Assembled Chemical Weapons 
Alternatives and received the Sierra Club’s
(Continued on page 44)
UMR grad is 
outstanding E-Learn-er
Lawrence Wilfred, MS IST'04, led a 
team of UMR researchers who received an 
E-Learn 2004 Outstanding Paper Award from 
the Association for the Advancement of 
Computing in Education during the 
World Conference on E-Learning in 
Corporate, Government, Healthcare and 
Higher Education held in November 
in Washington, D.C.
The paper, "Training in Affectively 
Intense Virtual Environments," examines 
the impact that virtual reality training 
environments have on learning within 
highly emotional contexts.
Other UMR collaborators included 
Richard Hall, professor of information 
science and technology and associate dean 
for research in the School of Management 
and Information Systems; Michael G. 
Hilgers, associate professor of information 
science and technology; Ming C. Leu, the 
Keith and Pat Bailey Missouri Distinguished 
Professor of integrated product design and 
manufacturing; Madhu Reddy, assistant 
professor of information science and 
technology; Sanjeev Agarwal, research 
assistant professor of electrical and 
computer engineering; Alex Berry, a 
graduate student in computer science;
John Hortenstine, a graduate student 
in computer science; and Christopher 
Walker, a graduate student in computer 
science.
Wilfred's paper and research were a 
part of a larger project called First 
Responder Simulation and Training 
Environment (FiRSTE), directed by Leu, who 
is also director of UMR's Intelligent Systems 
Center. The project is funded by the U.S. 
Army's Tank Automotive and Armament 
Command (TAC0M).
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W hitten earns 
CFRE designation
James R. "Rick" Whitten,
Psych'72, was awarded the 
professional designation of 
certified fund-raising executive (CFRE) by CFRE 
International. President of the Great Lakes 
division of the American Cancer Society 
Foundation, Whitten has worked w ith the 
American Cancer Society for 21 years.
Bill Stein, live 
from Baghdad
Bill Stein, ME'79, was at the 
Omni Shorham Hotel in Washington, 
D.C., when he learned he had been 
cross-leveled into the Second Medical
Nau publishes textbook
Dana Nau, Math'74, has taken up the 
family profession. The son of Robert H. "Papa" 
Nau, a former electrical engineering professor 
at UMR, Dana Nau has been a professor of 
computer science at the University of 
Maryland at College Park since receiving 
his master's and Ph.D. degrees in computer 
science from Duke University.
A prolific writer, Nau's latest publication 
is a textbook on automated planning. 
Automated Planning: Theory and Planning, 
co-written w ith Malik Ghallab and Paolo 
Traverso, was published in May 2004 by 
Morgan Kaufmann Publishers.
Civil engineers 
"ride for the roses"
Alumni Paul Schnoebelen, CE'77, Dirk 
Gowin, CE'91, and Dick Elgin, CE'74, 
(pictured above, le ft to right) attended Tour de 
France-winning cyclist Lance Armstrong's 
"Ride for the Roses" weekend in Austin, 
Texas. This cycling fund-raiser, sponsored by 
the Lance Armstrong Foundation, supports 
cancer research. "Along w ith about 7,000 
other riders, we had a great weekend,"
Elgin says.
Distinguished Achievement Award for his 
success in demonstrating safe alternatives to 
incineration for destroying stored chemical 
weapons. • Thomas J. Pokrefke Jr., CE: “I 
retired from the Corps of Engineers 
Waterways Experiment Station in April 
2004 and was awarded the Army Engineer 
Regiment Silver Order of the de Fleury 
Medal, for more than 37 years of federal 
service. My wife, Lynn, and 1 plan on 
staying in Mississippi, spoiling our 
grandkids and traveling. I will do some 
consultant work.”
1969
Theodore “Ted” Holland, GGph: “I had 
back surgery (laminectomy) the end of July 
and have been slowly recovering. We didn’t 
get to travel this summer but I’m hoping 
we can take off in the spring again and 
head back to Alaska.” • Steve Mueller, 
MetE, was named Hermann, Mo., city 
administrator. • James A. O’Neill, ME: 
“I retired from Boeing in St. Louis five 
years ago and am still very involved in 
Boy Scouts.”
'i ! ) 7 0 s
1970
Upendra J. Parikh, MS GGph: “Prior to 
retirement, my major accomplishment was 
getting orphan oil wells, plugged and 
abandoned by acquiring operation, industry
compliant, resulting in reduced liability for 
the federal government and protection of 
underground environment, including fresh 
usable water.” • Robert C. Reuter, ChE: 
“I’m living in Rockledge, Fla., and am 
employed by the Boeing Co. I’ve worked on 
the International Space Station Program since 
1987.” • Charles E. Russell, GGph: “Still 
retired and enjoy traveling. I look forward to 
the department newsletter. News of the 
retired professors is always interesting.”
• Dennis Schroll, AE: “I’m working with 
T-6A trainer aircraft production on crew 
systems like ejection seat, canopy, oxygen 
breathing systems and cockpit.”
1971
Leslie D. Benoy, CE, MS CE’75: “After 
owning my business, L.D. Benoy 
Professional Services P.C., for 21 years, I 
have transferred ownership to Dean 
Heneghan and his associates and will be an 
employee of theirs until May 2006.”
• Sidney Gaddy, AE: “After 33 years of 
service, I retired from the federal government 
on June 1,2004.”
1972
Archie Gatrost, AE, MS EMch’74: “My 
youngest son is in law school and my 
oldest son is starting on an electrical 
engineering degree.” • Michael Holt, MetE: 
“I was promoted to vice president of 
operations for Frog Switch & Manufacturing 
Co. on Oct. 20, 2004.” • Dale Houdeshell, 
CE, director of transportation and special 
projects for the City of St. Peters (Mo.) was 
re-elected to a three-year term on the 17- 
member board of directors of the American
Brigade, a U.S. Army Reserve unit 
from San Pablo, Calif.
"I helped receive a Secretary of the Army energy and water management award for the 
program I run at the U.S. Army Intelligence Center," he says. The following evening in early 
December 2003, Stein began the journey to Iraq. "As the engineer of the brigade headquarters,
I have worked on plans and specification reviews for new military hospitals, medical warehouses 
and prison hospitals in various locations in Iraq." Stein is stationed in the International Zone 
of Baghdad.
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Public Works Association as director of 
Region VI. • Alan L. Link, EE: “I retired 
from SBC in November 2001 and my wife, 
Gilaine, and I continue to reside in San 
Antonio, Texas.” • Lee A. Nash, CE: “I 
retired after 32 years of work and now I’m 
engaged in being a grandpa and doing 
mission work at my church.” • Douglas 
Schwarz, CerE, MS CerE’74: “I retired 
from Dow Chemical Co. after 29 years. My 
wife, Margaret, and I are building a house 
and will be moving to Sequim, Wash.”
Ernest Ferguson, MS
Chem, was presented a 
faculty research award 
from the Booth College 
of Business and 
Professional Studies at 
Northwest Missouri 
State University. During 
the 2003-2004 academic year, Ferguson 
investigated the impact of offshore
outsourcing on the computer science and 
information systems curriculum. A second 
research project concerned the
demographics and courses taught by 
secondary computing teachers in Missouri, 
Kansas, Iowa and Nebraska. • Barry W. 
Schaffter, EMgt, was appointed senior vice 
president of engineering and manufacturing 
for John Deere’s Worldwide Construction 
and Forestry Division.
1974
Dennis Gold, CE, was named senior 
manager of distribution for Springfield, 
Mo., city utilities’ electric, gas and water 
systems.
1975
Thomas J. Mittler, CE: “I’m enjoying my 
five grandchildren!” • Les Nappier, ME, 
was named president of Megamet Solid 
Metals Inc. • Dave Schepers, EE, was 
named vice president of energy delivery 
technical services for AmerenUE.
1976
Robert Fleischman, MetE, MS MetE’78: 
“Looking forward to seeing all the Pikes at 
our centennial celebration.” • Charles A. 
Lane, MS GGph: “After a 25-year career in 
the mining industry, I’m now a real estate 
specialist for the Bureau of Land




Sitting around in the 
heat, bugs and mortars, 
a group of UMR Miners 
discovered a common bond 
that went beyond the Army 
-  a connection to Rolla,
Mo. These soldiers are part of the Corps of Engineer Office, the Facilities Engineer Team 
(master planning) and one of the aviation units. On the day of the reunion, these Rolla 
Miners were found at an airbase near Balad, Iraq.
Those pictured above, le ft to right: Ron Oswald ME'92; Lydia Oswald EMgt'92; 
John Piggott GeoE'94; Robert Kreienheder CE'79; Lou Dell'Orco CE'85;
Gustora Elzie EE’88, and John Panhorst EMgt'98.
("Weddings
Bruce Borcherding, EE'90, married 
Jennifer Vavra on Oct. 4, 2003.
Ben Borgmeyer, ME'OO, married 
Sarah Beebe on June 12, 2004.
Niles K. Brill, MinE'42, married 
Maydell Williams on March 13, 2004.
Kevin Callahan, BSci'OO, married Lynette 
Marie Quist Jessup on June 8, 2004.
Doug Finley, PetE'83, married 
Yuriko Zulinda on June 24, 2004.
Chris Goldsmith, ME'99, married 
Amy Abpalanalp on June 19, 2004.
Michelle Hedrick, ChE'01, married 
Brad Hunt on July 3, 2004.
Brian H. Hutsell, CE'02, married 
Laurel Boone on July 31, 2004.
Steven Kerr, EE'03, married 
Megan Meneely on June 12, 2004.
John K. Key, Met'02, married 
Catrina Paine on Aug. 16, 2004.
Jesse Lai, EE'02, MS EE'03, married 
Lily Westfall on July 3, 2004.
Daniel McGhee, CE'03, married 
Kerry Busch on May 29, 2004.
Charles McHugh, ChE'01, married 
Leann Berger, ChE'01, on Sept. 18, 2004.
Matthew McLeane, ChE'99, married 
Tara Kitchens on April 17, 2004.
Colin Miller, CE'99, married Megan 
Jewett, GeoE'99, on March 20, 2004.
Greg Naslund, ME'02, married 
Tawnya Hatfield on May 22, 2004.
Jeremy Niedens, MetE'97, married 
Toni Corsolini on May 14, 2004.
Matt Prenger, CE'04, married 
Joanie Hutchinson on May 22, 2004.
Derek Schmitz, AE'03, married 
Jamie Fry on July 24, 2004.
David Siekmann, ChE'98, married 
Jacqulyn Engert on April 24, 2004.
Martin Whalen, AE'90, married 
Faith Smith on Sept. 19, 2004.
Theodore Yehle, EE 97, married 
Stacy Sokol on July 17, 2004.
Tomas Zajicek, ME'04, married 
Deanna Briscoe on May 29, 2004.
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Management and am pursuing my private 
pilot’s license. All three of our children are in 
college in Reno, Nev., and doing very well. 
My wife of 27 years, Valerie, is still teaching 
school; after all, someone has to pay for 
dad’s new hobby and the college tuition!”
• Randall K. Noon, MS ME: “The new 
edition of Forensic Science, to which I 
contributed two chapters, will be out in 
March 2005. In August I presented a paper at 
a Coal-Gen conference about a coal-dust 
explosion at a mid-sized plant. Hope to see 
some of you at St. Pat’s.” • Edward Rush, 
EMgt, was named president of Iredell 
Memorial Hospital in Statesville, N.C.
• David F. Thompson, GGph, MS GGph’78, 
still flies Boeing 747s to Asia for Northwest 
Airlines. His wife, Joy, GGph’77, recently 
started Dogs of Joy, a group of handlers and
therapy dogs who provide programs at local 
nursing homes and assisted-living facilities. 
They enjoy training and competing in dog 
agility shows with their canine partners, 
Clancy and Molly.
1977
John S. Bown, MS GGph: “I am still 
working in oil and gas.” • Henry Haggard, 
CE: “My son, Joe, is a 2004 UMR CE 
graduate. He went to work for the 
competition, Arkansas Highway and 
Transportation Department. I’m still at the 
Missouri Department of Transportation.” 
• James E Rabaduex Jr., EMgt: “Jody and I 
have three grandchildren. If we had known 
they were this much fun we would have had 
them first!” • Terry Sudholt, CE: “Diann 
and I are still living in the St. Louis area.
Both of our daughters live in Mobile, Ala., 
and our son will graduate from high school 
next year. We became grandparents a few 
weeks ago. Go Cards!” • Joy Thompson, 
GGph, recently started Dogs of Joy, a group 
of handlers and therapy dogs who provide 
programs at local nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities. Her husband, David, GGph, 
MS GGph’78, still flies Boeing 747s to Asia 
for Northwest Airlines. They enjoy training 
and competing in dog agility shows with 
their canine partners, Clancy and Molly.
1978
Harold Deckerd, CE, MS CE’79, was 
promoted to assistant state conservationist 
for water resources for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in Columbia, Mo. 
Deckerd is program manager for small
F U T U R E  M I N E R S
Seth Coggin, CE'98, and his wife, Stacey, had a girl, Laura, on April 16, 
2004. She joins brother Garrett, 2.
Terry Croxford, MinE'94, had a boy, Matthew Terry, on May 24, 2004.
Toby Kemper, CE'01, and his 
wife, Della, had a girl, Lana 
Marie, on Jan. 28, 2004.
Randal Curtis, GeoE'85, MS EMgt'87, MS GeoE'87, had a girl, Catherine 
Hope, on March 30, 2004. She joins sister Jane.
David Dajc, CE'96, and his wife, Jodie LaFreniere-Dajc, had a girl, Emilie 
Raluca, on July 7, 2004.
Lisa (Peterkort) Derr, GeoE'99, and her husband, Carl, had a girl, Austyn 
Marie, on Oct. 10, 2004. Bill Peterkort, EE'72, is her grandfather.
Jeff Engelbrecht, ME'94, and his wife,
Tia-Lisa, had a girl, Tiara Coraleen, on 
Sept. 10, 2004. She joins sister Hannah Nicole.
Jim  Erickson, MinE'92, and his wife,
Cheryl, CE'92, had a boy, Alexander Henry, 
on Aug. 12, 2004.
Rebecca (Sherwood) Freeman, Engl'93, 
and her husband, Michael, had a boy,
Maxfield Thomas, on March 18, 2004.
Jennifer (Cordes) Jansen, ME'91, and her 
husband, Greg, had a girl, Allison Nicole, on 
July 19, 2004. She joins brother Luke.
Jim  Kamper, ME'97, and his wife, Kate, had a 
girl, Kinsey O'Hara, on Aug. 13, 2004. She joins 
brothers Wesley and Reiley.
David Lilly, CE'95, MS EnvE'97, 
and his wife, Lisa, had a girl,
Jessica Noel, on Sept. 17, 2004.
Todd Lippincott, GGph'98,
MS GGph'00, and his wife,
Elaine (Cozort), GGph'01, had 
a girl, Ava Elise, on Aug. 17, 2004. 
She joins sister Emilie.
Ryan Long, EE'00, arid 
his wife, Erica (Walker),
CE'03, had a boy, Isaac 
Scott, on June 8, 2004.
Jessica Noel Lilly
Ava Elise Lippincott
Kinsey O'Hara Kamper with her big 
brothers, Wesley, 3, and Reiley, 2.
Teddy L. Martin, ME'96, 
and his wife, Kelsey, had a 
girl, Lowrie Lee, on Dec. 3, 2003.
Michael Moats, MetE'92, MS MetE'95, 
and his wife, Michele (Keith) EE'93,
MS EE'96, had a girl, Mallory Gayle, 
on May 27, 2004.
Allen Muehlher, CE'96, and his wife, 
Christine (Zimmer), CE'96, had a boy, 
Evan Michael, on March 24, 2004.
He joins brother Jacob, 2.
Isaac Scott Long
46 MSM-UMR ALUMNUS / Spring 2005
A l u m n i  NOTES
watershed, wetlands reserve and emergency 
watershed federal programs in Missouri, 
supervising a 12-member multi-disciplinary 
staff.
1979
Kathleen Daniel, CSci: “I’m starting my 
third year at Kansas City Southern Railroad. 
My son, Adam, is a sophomore at UMR. He 
is on the soccer team and is active with Pi 
Kappa Alpha. My daughter, Ashley, is a 
sophomore in high school and busy with 
soccer, Junior Optimist and Student Council.” 
• Douglas Torr, CE: “In 1994 I graduated 
from the University of Texas at Austin with a 
master’s degree in petroleum engineering. 
I’m currently the vice president 
of operations at Cam West II, an independent 
oil and gas operator in McKinney, Texas.”
1  s 8 0 s
1980
Julie (Petty) Glass, Econ: “I continue to 
enjoy commercial banking in Fort Worth, 
Texas. My husband, David, and I live in 
Aledo, a rural community outside Fort Worth, 
with our two sons, Brian and Danny.” • Max 
A. Guinn, ME, was appointed 
senior vice president of manufacturing 
and engineering at John Deere’s Global 
Harvesting Equipment Division. • David A. 
Hampton, MetE: “I’m working for 
ConocoPhillips in Ponca City, Okla., and 
have a daughter planning to go to Rolla in 
two years.” • Dennis O. Moore, GeoE: “I am
(Continued on page 49)
Class of 1980 to celebrate 
Silver Anniversary June 4-5
The Class of 1980 w ill celebrate its 
Silver Alumni Reunion June 4-5 at UMR 
and the Comfort Suites in Rolla. Alumni 
will have a chance to tour their 
departments and learn more about the 
future of the UMR campus. The MSM- 
UMR Alumni Association will present 
alumni with their 25-year Silver 
Anniversary pins. I f  you are a member 
of the Class of 1980, or would prefer to 
celebrate your Silver Alumni Reunion 
with this class, contact Marianne Ward 
at mward@umr.edu or call (573) 341- 
4145 for more information.
Casey Nordwald, ME'02, and his wife, 
M ichelle (Grace), GeoE'01, MS GeoE'02, 
had a boy, Wyatt William, on Sept. 17, 2004.
Todd Oppeau, CE'94, and his wife, Amy, 
had a boy, Maxwell, on May 8, 2004.
Wyatt William Nordwald
Frederick Thomas, ME'91, had a boy, Caleb Wade, 
on Oct. 31,2003.
Chris Ward, MinE'96, and his wife, Elizabeth (Zink),
CE'97, had a boy, Grant Hutson, on April 27, 2004.
He joins brother Baylor.
Scott Palmtag, NucE'93, and his wife, 
Ruxandra, had a girl, Adela, on Aug. 8, 
2004. She joins sisters Maria and Anna.
W illiam  "Tony" Phillips, CSci'93, 
and his wife, Ami, had a girl,
Alexis Jeanine, on Aug. 9, 2004.
Alexis Jeanine Phillips
Phil Wentz, EE'93, and his wife, Tara (Kruep), ChE'97, had a boy, 
Alex John, on May 22, 2004.
David Weiman, ME 01, and his wife, Alicia (Klusmeyer), CE'00, 
had a boy, Ethan Richard, on Aug. 5, 2004.
Thomas Winkelman, CE'99, and his wife, Melinda (Lambeth),
GeoE'99, had a boy, Landon, in December 2003.
Mitchell Rackers, ME'93, and his 
wife, Deborah (Archibald), CE'93, had 
a girl, Adelynn Rose, on Nov. 25, 2003. She joins 
sister Shaylynn, 10, and brothers Ben, 8, William, 6, 
and Nicholas, 3.
Christopher Scheiblhofer, MetE'95, and his wife, 
T.J. (Davenport) EMgt'95, had a girl, Claire Davis, 
on Oct. 15, 2004. She joins brother Nate, 3.
David B. Tag, CE'98, and his wife, Kara, had a boy, 
Jackson Riley, on May 13, 2004.
Nathan Taylor, EE'00, and his wife, Becci, had 
a boy, Roman Dale, on Dec. 10, 2003. Paternal 
grandfather is Ralph Taylor, EE'68.
Jackson Riley Tag
Kevin Wolff, CE'99, and his wife, Michelle, 
had a girl, Olivia Grace, in June 2003.
Jam es L. Younts, MS GGph'01, and his wife, Cristen, 
had a girl, Ashley Grace, on Oct. 26, 2004.
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Fleming and Sineath 
present brave new  
banking economy
Robert Fleming, Econ'79, and 
Henry Sineath, professor emeritus of 
engineering management at UMR, have 
partnered to launch a customer-loyalty 
system for the banking industry.
"The project was originally funded with 
some seed money from silent investors, 
but we had no idea it would evolve to 
where it is today," says Fleming, author of 
The Brave New Economy, a book that 
describes a business model dedicated to 
bringing the banking industry back to the 
"hub of economic development activity." 
The book is available online at 
www.braveneweconomy.com.
Dickerson named CEO 
of Varian Semiconductor
Gary E. Dickerson, EMgt'80, was 
appointed chief executive officer for Varian 
Semiconductor Equipment Associates Inc. 
He was also named a new member of the 
Varian Semiconductor board of directors. 
Dickerson has 25 years of experience in 
the semiconductor industry, joining Varian 
Semiconductor from his previous position 
as president and chief operating officer 
of KLA-Tencor.
Galli named group 
executive
Bryan A. Galli, MinE'82, has been 
named group executive for Midwest 
operations of Peabody Energy. Galli has 
served the company as vice president of 
sales and marketing for the Midwest since 
April 2004. Over the past 22 years, he has 
held engineering, operations and marketing 
positions with significant companies in the 
mining industry.
Graduates teach students real-world skills
Grads in same battalion
UMR's Army ROTC program 
commissions only a few new officers 
every semester, so it's unusual to see 
more than one UMR graduate in the 
same battalion. The 5th Engineer 
Battalion, however, includes three UMR 
graduates. Pictured in Kuwait before the 
battalion was redeployed back to Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo., are Scott Preston, 
CE'97, MS EMgt'02, company 
commander; John Miller, ME'01, 
company executive officer; and Joshua 
Steele, GeoE'02, second platoon leader.
S tudents don "the  s u it"  fo r  
HAZWOPER tra in in g .
Last fall, a group of UMR students 
spent a weekend learning the basics of 
hazardous waste operations and 
emergency response (HAZWOPER) on 
campus.
Jason McHaney, ChE 91, and 
Brian Donley, ChE'87, members of UMR's 
chemical and biological engineering 
advisory council, have seen their 
department expand on classes, and 
conduct labs that focus on the industrial 
environment, complete with more 
hands-on opportunities.
"Offering the HAZWOPER class is an 
attempt to give more real-world opportunities 
to the students," says McHaney, a staff plant process 
engineer for Arkema Inc.'s Calvert City facility in 
Kentucky. "Safety has become hard-wired into the 
chemical processing engineering culture."
Both McHaney and Donley believe their lessons 
will be important to students, especially once they 
reach the "real world."
"Chemical engineers need to understand that 
when things go wrong with the processes they 
design, the effect does not stop at the plant's 
fence-line," says Donley, the health, safety and environmental director for Tyco Healthcare's 
Mallinckrodt St. Louis plant. "If the chemical industry is to continue to grow and be a viable part 
of the world economy, chemical engineers have to be vigilant at constantly improving the safety of 
their designs."
Donley believes the chemical engineering community has done an excellent job of developing 
new and safer technologies, adding that emergency response is the last layer of protection.
"Every chemical engineer should emphatically understand what it means to zip up in a totally 
encapsulated suit and wade in a chemical vapor cloud to repair a failure," Donley says. "It is a 
high-stress environment, physically and mentally. I told the students if they only took away one 
message (from the class), it was to design responsibly and make sure your actions never put a 
person in the suit. * Photos by Bob Phelan/Photomasters
S tudents  s im u la te  a d isaste r 
to  learn em ergency response.
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Gary White with community members at hand pump in Mereb-Meatie, Ethiopia.
H 2O to  go!
Founded in 1990 by Gary White, CE'85, MS CE'87, and Marla Smith-Nilson, WaterPartners 
International works to solve the global water crisis by providing clean water to developing 
countries.
With a $1 million grant from the Michael and Susan Dell Foundation, WaterPartners is 
developing an innovative program in India called WaterCredit. WaterCredit will provide some of 
the poorest communities in the world access to credit, allowing them to fund the construction of 
much-needed water supplies and sanitation facilities. The company estimates it will provide ready 
access to safe drinking water for more than 200,000 people in India.
M E/AE
Alumni: show off your alm a  
mater pride at your business 
casual events w ith  our new  
m echanical/aerospace  
engineering shirt.
A 6.5-ounce, 100 percent cotton sport shirt. 
Three-button set-on placket w ith wood-tone 
buttons. Hemmed bottom 
w ith side vent 
and dropped tail.
Mechancial/Aerospace 
Engineering w ill be 
embroidered on the 
left front of the shirt.
Available in Navy.
Size/Cost: S, M, L, XL 
($32 each); 2XL ($33.50 
each); 3XL ($34.50 each).




currently serving as president-elect of the 
Corpus Christi (Texas) Geological Society 
and will take the reigns as president in July 
2005. My daughter, Jaymie, was married on 
campus at the hockey puck in June 2003.”
1981
Guy Gilbert, MinE’88, was appointed by the 
governor to chair the Missouri Board of 
Geologist Registration. • Norm Shipley, CE, 
joined Murray Co. as a project manager and 
is a professional member of American 
Society of Hospital Engineers and St. Louis 
Construction Consumers Council.
1982
Maureen (Murphy) Midgley, ChE, and 
husband Stephen, EMgt, live in Poland, 
Ohio, with their children Ellen, 17, Shannon, 
12, and Jamison, 7. All are accomplished 
students and soccer players.
1983
Ken Kozlowski, CE: “My wife, Adriann, and 
I have three children, Danielle, 15, Shane, 13, 
and Emily, 11. All are very active in 
extracurricular actives at school. Adriann is
teaching physical science and biology at 
Fort Zumwalt High School.” • Eric Sutton, 
GeoE: “My daughter, Leah, is a freshman in 
chemical engineering and loves UMR. 
My son, Sam, qualified for the Navy’s 
nuclear program and is awaiting his 
deployment date.”
1984
Michael C. Hoerle, ChE: “I was just named 
assistant vice president for business 
development by Cargill Deicing 
Technology. My wife, Ellen (Westerman), 
ChE’85, and our two children live in Eden 
Prairie, Minn.” • Kevin Klossner, EMgt, 
was appointed regional operations manager 
for the southwest region of Lincoln Mercury, 
the company’s third largest division.
1985
Walt Glaeser, ME, joined the Boeing Co. in 
October 2003 as a system assessment and 
support manager in Integrated Defense 
Systems in St. Louis working on the Future 
Combat Systems Program. Glaeser and his
(Continued on page 50)
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S P O R T SH IR T (Please indicate the number 
o f shirts on the lines provided.)
______ Small  X-Large
______ Medium _______2XL
______ Large ______ 3XL
TO TA L: $_________________
Please complete this form and send it with 
a check made out to the American Society 
of.Mechanical Engineers, University of 
Missouri-Rolla by April 30, 2005, 
to ASME, 218 Havener Center, University 
of Missouri-Rolla, Rolla, M0 65409.
Questions? Email us at asme@umr.edu
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Omoregie publishes 
book of poetry
Born in Agbor, 
Nigeria, Harry 0. 
Omoregie, EE'96, 
wanted to tell the 
"story of life" from an 
African perspective 
through poetry, prayers 
and proverbs. His first 
book of poetry, Words 
of the Masked Traveler: Poems of Struggle, 
Hope and Love, was published in 
cooperation with Trafford Publishing in 2003. 
A software implementation engineer with 
London Bridge Software in Norcross, Ga., 
Omoregie has won several national poetry 
awards, and has many other projects set 
for future release.
Engineer and w riter 
chases her dreams
St. Louis native 
Cherlyn (Cooper)
Michaels, ChE 96,
worked as an engineer 
for high-profile 
companies throughout 
Ohio before pursuing 
her dream of writing 
a novel.
After leaving 
her job at Toyota in 
January 2004, Michaels published her first 
novel, Counting Raindrops through a Stained 
Glass Window, under her publishing 
company, Archland Books. Since then, she 
has expanded Archland Books to provide 
publishing services for others and to conduct 
publishing seminars. Michaels also founded 
the Archland Arts Foundation, a non-profit 
organization that promotes literacy and 
writing in the St. Louis community.
"As I make my successful transition from 
engineer to publisher and CEO, I must reflect 
back on my UMR education which provided 
a stable foundation in my career," Michaels 
says. For more information on Michaels' 
novel, as well as Archland Books or 
the Archland Arts Foundation, contact 
info@archlandbooks.com.
wife, Maureen, and their children, Colleen, 
Brendan and Megan live in St. Charles 
County, near Lake St. Louis. • Mlark 
Overmann Jr., MetE: “I’m still the site 
leader for Brush Wellman Inc. in Lorain, 
Ohio. My eldest started high school 
this year.”
1986
Bruce Yoder, MinE: “We have been in 
Houston for almost four years. My daughter 
is 17 and my son is 14. My, how time flies 
when you’re having fun. I’m still working in 
the oil and gas industry installing sub-sea 
pipelines in the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Caribbean.”
1987
Cheryl Ball, CE, joined the Missouri 
Department of Transportation’s southeast 
district as assistant to the district engineer.
1988
Brian W. Robben, PetE, works for SCI’s 
Construction Services Group and is now a 
licensed professional engineer in Missouri.
1989
Daniel Becker, CE: “Successful hunt in 
Colorado -  I took home a large cow elk with 
a traditional bow. Started working for Dolese 
Bros. Co. again after a one-year layoff.” 
• Brian Est, AE, MS AE’91: “I was 
recently promoted to manager of JDAM/ 
SDB Aerodynamics at Boeing.” • John 
Zimmermann, CE: “I changed companies 
after 14 years. Susan, EMgt’90, and I miss 
all the Tech Engine Club alums! We’re doing 
great and have four children.”
-1 s S C D s
1990
Sandra E. Feher, GeoE, MS GeoE’92: “1 
am busy raising my three children: Sean, 11, 
Savannah, 9, and Sienna, 6 .1 anticipate going 
back to work part time in the environmental 
field in the next two years.”
1991
George Godat, ME: “My wife and I have 
two children, Baylee, 8, and Molly, 6. Angela
teaches first and second grades at St. Claire 
Catholic School.” • Michael Noble, Phys: 
“We recently moved to Hannibal, Mo., where 
I’m an assistant plant manager with General 
Mills. It’s great to be back in Missouri so I 
can finally get my UMR license plates.” 
• Jamie Page, CE, was promoted to project 
engineer and co-branch manager of the 
Hannibal corporate offices of Klingner & 
Associates P.C. • Vi Packers, CE, is a project 
engineer for the Missouri Department of 
Conservation. His wife, Eileen (Krieg), 
CE’88, was recently appointed state traffic 
engineer for MoDOT. They live on a farm 
outside Jefferson City, Mo., with their three 
children.
1992
Cheryl Erickson, CE, and husband Jim, 
MinE, are living in Houston, where Jim 
works for AGL Resources and Cheryl left her 
job with Enron to stay at home with their 
children. • Jeffrey Waller, ME, joined Air 
Masters, a division of IFS, as a sales engineer 
in the contracting department. Waller is 
a licensed professional engineer in Missouri.
1993
Tony Phillips, CSci: “I earned my private 
pilot certificate in February and have been 
enjoying jaunting around the Texas skies. I 
am still working as a network designer at 
Texas Instruments in Dallas. My wife, Ami, 
and I celebrated our 10th wedding 
anniversary this year. Ami is the director 
of children’s ministries at Murphy Road 
Baptist Church. Check out our family 
at www.phillipsfamilyweb.net.” • Paul 
Stallman II, ME: “My wife, Tricia, and I are 
happily living in Massachusetts with our 
twins, Christian and Shane, 1, and 
Brayden, 4.”
1994
John W. Cash, GGph: “Shannon and I are in 
Chadron, Neb., where I work at Cameco’s 
Crow Butte Uranium Mine as the operations 
superintendent. We have two children, Abby, 
18 months, and Caleb, 4.” • Gregory 
Effland, CE: “My wife, Sarah, and I will be 
married 10 years in December. We have a 3- 
year-old daughter, Hannah.” • Stephen M. 
Lane, MetE, moved to Claremore, Okla., to 
become the vice president of American 
Castings Foundry in Pryor, Okla. A year and 
a half later, the family moved back to Little 
Rock, Ark., to rejoin the Southern Metals 
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R epresenting  he r 
fa m ily  is Erica  
P rew ett, center, 
o f  Rolla. A t  le ft  
is fa m ily  fr ie n d  
Peggy D eS hurley  
o f  UM R s tud en t 
affa irs. A lso  p ic tu re d  
are UMR S ta ff 
C ouncil m em bers  
Barbara Robertson, 
Tam m y S h o rtt and  
Je n n ife r Fry.
National Guard member sends unique "thank you"
Staff Sgt. George C. Prewett, currently serving in Kuwait as a member of Missouri's 
1107th Aviation Classification and Repair Activity Depot (AVCRAD), always appreciates 
support from home -  especially when that support includes care packages from his 
daughter's alma mater (Rebecca Prewett, BSci'03).
One of several soldiers receiving care packages from home, Staff Sgt. Prewett is 
grateful for members of UMR Staff Council and UMR Student Council, who have been 
seeking names of people from the UMR community serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom to 
send them care packages. Items they have collected range from phone cards to beef jerky.
To express his gratitude, Prewett mailed a U.S. flag to the university that was flown 
above Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, on Nov. 6. He also sent a poem and a certificate of 
appreciation.
Iraq from November 2003 to May 2004 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
support of infrastructure reconstruction.
• Warren Witt, MS EMgt, is the new 
manager of AmerenUE’s Osage Power Plant 
at Bagnell Dam, Lake of the Ozarks, Mo.
1995
Chris Scheiblhofer, MetE: “I am the chief 
metallurgist for Scott Forge Co. My wife, 
T.J., EMgt’95, was deactivated after serving 
seven months in 2003 in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.”
1996
Mark Bross, CE, was promoted to project 
engineer and co-branch manager of the 
Hannibal corporate offices of Klingner & 
Associates P.C. • Peter Manis CE, MS 
CE’98, is working for Burns and McDonnell 
in Kansas City and lives in Olathe, Kan., with 
his wife, Jane (Brashers), CE’99, who 
works for HNTB Corp. • Matt Masterson, 
GeoE, an engineer with SCI Engineering 
Inc., is now a licensed professional engineer 
in Missouri.
1997
Marsia Geldert-Murphey, MS CE, was
named a shareholder in SCI Engineering Inc.
• Derek Hillstrom, AE: “My company was 
recently purchased by St. Jude Medical and 
will begin selling our atrial fibrillation 
device.” • Laura (Eversgerd) Jansen, CE: 
“My husband, Andrew, ME, and I recently 
built a house in Grantfork, 111. I am a stay-at- 
home mother to our 3- and 5-year-old 
daughters.” • Tonya (Reuck) Lohman, CE: 
“My husband, Brian, and I had a daughter, 
Heidi Elaine, on July 3, 2003. She was 
diagnosed with cancer at seven weeks and 
died a day before turning five months old. 
Brian studied ceramic engineering at UMR, 
but graduated from Georgia Tech with a 
degree in materials science and engineering.”
• Carolyn (Jones) Otten, Chem, graduated 
with a Ph.D. in chemistry (nanoscience) from 
Washington University in St. Louis in May 
2004. Otten will continue as a part-time 
lecturer and post-doctoral associate during 
the 2004-05 school year.
1998
Julie A. Carroll, GeoE, MS GeoE’00, works 
with the Geotechnical Services Group in 
SCI’s Fairview Heights, 111., office and is now 
a licensed professional engineer in Missouri.
• Rebecca (Monaghan) Hovland, NucE,
obtained her professional engineer license in 
2003. • Christopher Marlow, EE: “I 
graduated from Northwestern University Law 
School last May and will be sworn into the 
Illinois bar next week. I am currently working 
at the intellectual property law firm of Welsh 
and Katz in Chicago, where I am gaining 
experience with patents and patent law.” • 
Eric Neal, MetE: “My wife, Diane, and I had 
our first child in February and all are 
doing well.” • Michael Neuner, EMgt, was 
promoted to project estimator at Paric Corp. 
in O’Fallon, Mo. • David B. Tag, CE, is a 
project engineer with APAC-Missouri Inc. in 
Columbia, Mo., and his wife, Kara, is a stay- 
at-home mom to their son, Jackson. 
• Jason Wright, EMgt, graduated from basic 
infantry training at Fort Benning in 
Columbus, Ga.
1999
James Hamm, GeoE: “I received my 
Missouri professional engineer license in 
December 2003.” • Mike S. Jones, ME: “I’ve 
moved to Little Rock, Ark. My wife is a stay-
at-home mother to our daughter, Elizabeth.” • 
Ryan Lorton, CE, was promoted to senior 
engineer at Crawford, Murphy & Tilly 
Consulting Engineers. Lorton has worked for 
CMT since 1999 and is currently assigned to 
the St. Louis aviation group. • Jane 
(Brashers) Manis, CE, is currently working 
for HNTB Corp. and lives in Olathe, Kan., 
with her husband Peter, CE’96, MS CE’98, 
who works for Burns and McDonnell in 
Kansas City, Mo. • David Meller, AE: “I left 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratories after two 
years to purse a Ph.D. in bioengineering at 
Arizona State University. My advisor and I 
have launched a small research and 
development company called Advensys LLC 
that specializes in neuromorphic control 
solution for prosthetic and orthotic devices. 
In August I married my wonderful 
companion of three years, Mairah 
O’Callaghan, and we bought a lovely historic 
home in downtown Phoenix into which we 
pour our time, effort and creativity.” 
• Andrew J. Rich, GGph: “I just moved to
(Continued on page 52)
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Johannes has real-world  
experience w ith "out of 
this world" agency
Lucie Johannes, MetE'02, has spent four 
semesters working with NASA as part of the 
Cooperative Education program at Johnson 
Space Center in Houston. Johannes most 
recently worked in the materials and 
processing branch of NASA's structural 
engineering division, performing failure 
analysis on several different items, ranging 
from space shuttles, the International Space 
Station and ground support equipment.
"It was a lot different than I expected," 
Johannes told the Jefferson City (Mo.)
News Tribune about her experience working 
for the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. "I expected white vvalls and 
stainless steel. But the place was built in the 
1960s and didn't look that institutional."
Johannes was first featured in the News 
Tribune in January 2005 for her work with 
NASA. The article eventually appeared in 
several other newspapers around the state-, 
highlighting Johannes' work, which involved 
everything from examining a harness for a 
pre-breathe mask for space walk activity to 
inspecting a pressure regulator casing and 
a latch pin from an oven door.
Johannes, who received a master's degree 
in material science and engineering from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is 
currently a graduate student at UMR. She 
hopes to work for NASA after earning her 
Ph.D. in May 2006.
Tulsa, Okla., in October. I wanted some 
onshore experience and they were happy to 
oblige. I proposed to Suzanne Leiher, so she 
is transferring to Midwestern State 
University in Wichita Falls to continue 
working toward her nursing degree. Hope 
everyone is doing well.” • Kevin Wolff, CE: 
“I am married to Michelle and we had a 
daughter, Olivia Grace, in June 2003. We live 
in St. Louis.”
( CD C D s
2000
David Carner, MetE: “I’m at the University 
of Alabama pursing a master’s degree 
in business administration.” • Charles P. 
Hogeboom IV, MS EnvE: “I recently 
returned from Iraq and am now serving as an 
Army ROTC instructor at Virginia Tech, my 
alma mater.” • Amy (Pousson) Van Hook, 
MinE: “I married David Van Hook while on 
vacation Sept. 8, 2004, in the Black Hills near 
Rapid City, S.D. We’re still living in 
Davenport, Iowa, and I’ve been promoted to 
senior mining instructor at the John Deere 
Training Center.” • Anthony M. Schroer, 
MS GGph: “My wife, Billie (Snodgrass), 
Psyc’OO, and I live in Washington, Mo. I 
work for Parsons Infrastructure and 
Technology as a geologist and geophysicist 
on ground waster rededication and UXO 
projects all over the United States.” • Sarah 
Wiszkon, GeoE: “My husband, Dan, and I 
bought our first house in South St. Louis 
County in May 2004.”
2001
Marko Borovic, CE, 
was hired by Clayco 
1 Construction Co. as a 
project manager. He 




ment services in Clayco’s concrete division. 
• Tim Sanders, CE, joined Wind Engineering 
Co. as a civil engineer.
2002
Julie Davenport, MS Math, is teaching 
junior high and high school math in Bolivar, 
Mo., during the 2004-05 school year.
2003
Courtney Buck, Econ, graduated from basic 
training at Fort Jackson, S.C., on Aug. 12, 
2004, and is stationed at Red Stone Arsenal 
in Alabama. • Dan Lutz, CE, MS CE’04, 
joined Oates Associates in St. Louis. • 
Duncan A. Smith Jr., MS EMgt, has been 
deployed to Iraq with the rank of captain as an 
assistant operations officer.
2004
Evelyn Laycock, Hist, received the Phelps 
County Bar Association’s first law school 
scholarship and plans to study at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City School of 
Law. • Natalie Murphy, Engl, teaches 
seventh- and eighth-grade language arts in 
Steelville, Mo. • Tim Robert, ChE, was 
named Sigma Nu Man of the Year. Robert 
served twice as president of the Gamma Xi 
chapter of Sigma Nu and was vice president, 
treasurer and pledge class president. • Tina 
Rowden, Hist, teaches high school math at 
Dixon (Mo.) High School.
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1931
Milburn (Fritz) Hassler, CE,
was a member of Sigma Nu, 
j  ROTC and the football and 
basketball teams while 
£  attending MSM-UMR.
He worked for the U.S. 
Geological Survey for more than 30 years. 
fNov. 10, 2004
1937
Leland E. Grafft, CE, was a member of 
ASCE and the basketball team while 
attending MSM-UMR. + Aug. 22, 2003
Edwin W. Logan, EE, was a
member of AIEE, Phi Kappa 
Phi and Tau Beta Pi and was 
on the Honor List while 
attending MSM-UMR. He was 
a commercial engineer, chief 
research engineer and chief electronics 
engineer in the St. Louis area, holding 
patents on motors, switches and controls, 
f July 24, 2004
1939
J. Victor Spalding, MinE, was 
a member of Triangle, Student 
Council, band and Blue Key 
and was on the basketball and 
tennis teams while attending 
MSM-UMR. He retired as 
vice president of the oilfield supply division 
of Bethlehem Steel Corp. in 1981 after 
42 years of service. f Oct. 17, 2004
1942
1941
Virgil O. Becker, MetE, was a 
1 member of AIME, SAME,
»> Photographic Club and the
Engineers Club while attending 
MSM-UMR. fSept. 19, 2003
Anthony C. Pautler, ME, was
a member of ASME and Alpha 
Phi Omega while attending 
i t  MSM-UMR. He retired from 
'’■Sf-w federal civil service in the 
Department of Defense in 
Huntsville, Ala. Paulter was a World War II 
and Korean War veteran, retiring as a 
lieutenant commander in the U.S. Naval 
Reserve. fSept. 29, 2004
Gilbert H. Blankenship,
MinE, was a member of the 
Rollamo board, Student 
Council and Pi Kappa Alpha 
while attending MSM-UMR. 
f July 31, 2004
Janies W. Shaffer, MinE, was 
a member of AIEE and 
Engineers Club and was a 
student assistant in the geology 
department while attending 
MSM-UMR. fMay 12, 2004
1944
Paul Kasten, ChE, MS ChE’47, was a 
member of Sigma Pi, Alpha Chi Sigma, 
AIChE, Tau Beta Pi, Phi Kappa Phi and the 
basketball team and was on the Honor List 
while attending MSM-UMR. He worked for 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory on reactor 
programs nationally and internationally 
in Taiwan, China, Brazil and India. 
tFeb. 29, 2004
Kenneth E. Rudert, ChE, MS ChE’48, was 
a member of Sigma Pi and Alpha Chi Sigma 
while attending MSM-UMR. He was 
employed by Shell Oil Co. and Royal Dutch 
Shell, but retired from the Shell Refinery in 
1984. fSept. 26, 2004
1945
Theodor Hoener, NDD, fApril 25, 2004
Vernon L. Kasten, CerE, MS 
CerE, was a member of Sigma 
Pi, Interfraternity Council and 
the ROTC Band while 
attending MSM-UMR. He was 
president and a member of the 
board of directors of Kasten Masonry Sales, 
Kasten Concrete Products and Kasten Clay 
Products and was co-founder, president and 
a member of the board of directors of 
Ceramo Co. Inc., the nation's largest 
manufacturer of red-clay pottery, 
f June 29, 2004
1948
William A. Hyde, ME, was a
member of ASME and was on 
the Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. Hyde was a pilot 
in the U.S. Navy during World 
War II and was employed with 
U.S. Steel as a mechanical engineer before 
retirement. fAug. 4, 2004
Robert P. Rauch, ME, was a member of 
Theta Kappa Phi, AIChE and ASME while 
attending MSM-UMR. He was a retired 
program manager for McDonnell Douglas 
Corp., now Boeing Co., where he worked 
for 36 years. fSept. 17, 2004
Charles W. Reed, ME, was a 
member of Kappa Sigma and 
ASME and was on the Honor 
List while attending MSM- 
UMR. He was a World War II 
Navy veteran and worked for 
Federal Mogul as a design engineer until 
his retirement in 1986. fSept. 11, 2004
1949
Seymour Rosenbaum, MetE, 
was a member of Alpha 
Epsilon Pi, AIME and the 
Engineers Club while attending 
MSM-UMR. A veteran of 
World War II, he served in the 
European Theater from 1943-46.
Rosenbaum was a deputy director of the 
U.S. Mint in Philadelphia and operated a 
successful printing business. fOct. 18, 2004
Harold M. Telthorst, CE,
was a member of Kappa 
Sigma, Theta Tau and the 
St. Pat’s Board while attending 
MSM-UMR. He spent his 
working years in cement and 
asphalt industries and highway construction 
and was a fellow in the American Society 
of Civil Engineers. fApril 8, 2004
1950
Walter Chapuk, ChE, was a World War II 
U.S. Army Air Corps veteran, 
f  July 29, 2004
Fransisco Ferreira, MinE, was a member 
of Theta Kappa Phi and was on the Honor 
List while attending MSM-UMR. 
fApril 22, 2004
Richard N. Harrison, CE,
was on the Honor List and was 
a student assistant in the civil 
engineering department while 
attending MSM-UMR. 
fNov. 20, 2003
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Friends
Mary Ruth Case fJuly 25, 2004
Beverly Cole, wife of Richard E. Cole, 
MetE’47, tSept. 3, 2004
Theda Gostin, wife of James D. Gostin, 
ME’44, fFeb. 7, 2004
Billie Harvey fOct. 14, 2004
Dee Ivers, wife of Jeffrey L. Ivers, 
CSci’74, f June 14, 2004
Darlene Law, wife of the late David A. 
Law, fSept. 20, 2004
Kathlene Pukas t  Aug. 12, 2004
Brian Schriewer f  June 10, 2004
Carole Schuck, wife of William J. 
Schuck, CE’70, fMarch 25, 2004
Maxine Sheppard, wife of the late John 
J. Sheppard, MinE’37, f June 6, 2004
Marjorie Smothers, wife of the late 
William J. Smothers,-CerF’40, 
tNov. 17, 2003
Hazel Stokes, wife of the late James E. 
Stokes, EE’31, fAug. 5, 2004
Judy Vincent, wife of Charles J. 
Vincent, CE’65, tJan. 22, 2004
Francis H. Hart, ME, was a
member of ASME, SAME and 
ROTC while attending MSM- 
UMR. A Marine Corps veteran 
of World War II, Hart was a 
supervising mechanical 
engineer for Caterpillar Inc. for 30 years, 
retiring in 1981. fFeb. 14, 2003
Albert M. Krainess, MetE, was a member 
of Pi Kappa Alpha and the Rollamo board 
and was on the Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. fMarch 5, 2004
, ^  John E. Muehring, ME, was
r” F % a member of ASME, was a 
p* student assistant in the physics
department and was on the 
Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. A World War II 
veteran in the U.S. Army Air Corps, he 
served as a pilot and instructor. Muehring 
spent the majority of his life working in the 
construction industry for Skyline Corp. and 
the Hemet Valley Hospital. fAug. 1, 2004
Walter J. Pendracky, CE, was a member 
of Tech Club and American Road Builders 
and was on the Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. fJuly 14, 2004
1951
Donald J. Day, ME, was a 
member of ASME and ROTC 
while attending MSM-UMR. 
Day was a first lieutenant 
serving as a civil engineer in 
the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War. He was a design and project 
engineer for Ingersoll Milling Machine Co. 
for 32 years, retiring as a chief engineer in 
1985. fAug. 20, 2004
Paul A. Freuler, ME, fNov. 6, 2003
Elden A. Sigurdson, PetE, was 
a member of AIME and was on 
the Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. He worked for 
Standard Oil of Ohio until 




Michael H. Vallez, MinE, 
was a member of Kappa Alpha, 
Newman Club and AIME 
while attending MSM-UMR. 
fNov. 11, 2004
1957
Michael Baloga, MetE, was a member of 
Sigma Nu while attending MSM-UMR.
He served in the U.S. Marine Corps during 
World War II and the Korean War, then 
worked for General Electric for 25 years. 
fFeb. 7, 2004
Jack M. Scrivner, Phys, MS Phys’61, was 
a professor of mathematics at MSM-UMR 
for 49 years. fAug. 18, 2004
1959
John M. Kuss, EE, was a 
member of AIEE-IRE and 
was on the Honor List while 
attending MSM-UMR. He 
worked for Whirlpool Corp. 
as an electrical engineer, 
f April 27, 2004
Paul E. Pepmiller, EE, was a
member of Eta Kappa Nu and 
was on the Honor List while 
attending MSM-UMR.
He developed three patents 
while working for Collins- 
Alcatel in Richardson, Texas. 
fOct. 7, 2004
I960
Wilbur L. McBay, ME, was a
member of ASME, Engineers 
Club and Independents while 
attending MSM-UMR. He 
was founder and president of 
Ski Chalet, a chain of ski and 




 Roger L. Billen, ChE, was a 
member of Beta Sigma Psi and 
AIChE and was a student 
assistant in the chemical 
engineering department while 
attending MSM-UMR. 
fSept. 10, 2004
54 MSM-UMR ALUMNUS / Spring 2005
M e m o r i a l s
JjfTJgggj^ li George C. Heilig, ChE, was a 
member of AICHE and Sigma 
ftp*  rA  Pi while attending MSM-UMR. 
f Sept. 4, 2004 UMR supporter Mildred Gevecker dies at 95
Mildred Gevecker,
wife of the late Vernon A.C.
Gevecker, CE'31, professor 
emeritus of civil engineering, 
died Thursday, Jan. 20, at age 
95. Mr. Gevecker died in 1992.
An ardent UMR supporter,
Mrs. Gevecker moved to Rolla 
in 1934 when Mr. Gevecker 
began graduate school at 
MSM. She was a member of 
Coterie and the Order of the 
Golden Shillelagh. Among the 
campus groups she supported 
are the civil engineering 
department, public radio 
station KUMR, the UMR Solar 
Car Team and Pi Kappa Alpha 
fraternity.
Mrs. Gevecker was also 
active in numerous community 
organizations, including the 
Rolla Floriculture Club, the 
Order of the Eastern Star, Girl 
Scouts and the United Way of 
Phelps County.
She is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Carol and Willard Graves; her son 
Karl Gevecker; her grandson Paul Graves; her granddaughter and husband Karen Graves 
and Philip Richardson; her great-grandsons Kevin and Shawn Richardson; her foster 
granddaughter Christina Hoff; and a cousin, Jerri Davis.
Memorial gifts are requested to UMR for the Vernon A.C. and Mildred A. Gevecker 
Civil Engineering Scholarship. Send memorial contributions to: Vernon A.C. and 
Mildred A. Gevecker Civil Engineering Scholarship, University Advancement Records, 
112 Campus Support Facility, 1870 Miner Circle, Rolla, MO 65409-1320.
1963
Ronald W. Klein, ME, was a
member of ASME, Phi Kappa 
Phi, Pi Tau Sigma and 
Independents and was on the 
Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. tDec. 1, 2002
1964
John R. Hudelson, EE, was a member of 
Eta Kappa Nu, Phi Kappa Phi, Tau Beta Pi 
and IEEE and was a student assistant in the 
electrical engineering department while 
attending MSM-UMR. |Oct. 7, 2004
■ ■ ■ [  Glenn L. Van Doren, EE, was
a member of Eta Kappa Nu and 
*  was on the Honor List while
attending MSM-UMR. He 
served in the U.S. Army from 
1964-66 and had been an 
electrical engineer for the National Security 
Agency at Fort Meade since 1967. 
t  July 24, 2004
1965
Larry G. Clark, MS CSci, worked for 
General Motors and Electronic Data 
Systems from 1965 to 2003, and at NASA, 
through EDS, from 1987 to 1991. 
tNov. 16, 2004
1966
■ ■ P H  Will Griggs Jr., EE, was a
I member of Eta Kappa Nu 
lb* >n Jf t  and Tau Beta Pi and was on
M  the Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. He was a 
manager of international 
telecommunications operations for Conoco 
and president of Mobil Radio Inc. Griggs 
served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War. fNov. 7, 2004
Robert W. Hackbarth, CE,
was a member of Tau Beta Pi, 
Keramos, Sigma Gamma 
Epsilon and ACS and was on 
the Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. tJuly 31, 2004
P
 Richard L. Crabtree, EE,
was a member of AIEE, IEEE, 
ASME, Tech Club and 
Independents and was on the 
Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. He was an electrical engineer 
for Laclede Steel before retiring in 1998. 
t  Aug. 29, 2004
1967
James T. Grider, MetE, MS 
MetE’71, was a member of 
AIME, ASM and Independents 
\  and was on the Honor List
while attending MSM-UMR. 
Grider was a metallurgist at ASRCO Lead 
Mining. fOct. 28, 2004
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Vaughn L. Irwin, Chem, earned a master’s 
degree in technology management from 
Southern Polytechnic State University in 
Marietta, Ga. His area of expertise was 
polymer chemistry and new product 
technology. fSept. 22, 2004
1977
Elizabeth Foltyn, Chem, MS Chem’80, 
was a long-time resident of Los Alamos, 
N.M., and worked for Los Alamos National 
Laboratory. tNov. 23, 2004
Jesse L. Watson, ME, was member of 
SAE, Rugby Club and Campus Club and 
was on the Honor List while attending 
MSM-UMR. f July 22, 2004
1969
Zuhair Al-Shaieg, MS GGph, PhD 
GGph’72, was a faculty member and 
researcher in the Oklahoma State University 
School of Geology, f April 4, 2004
1970
Charles F. Heuer, PhD MetE, worked for 
TransDYNE in Chicago, and retired from 
Amoco Oil Co. fMay 15, 2004
1973
Marilyn Crenshaw, MS Math, was the 
head of the math department at Excelsior 
Springs (Mo.) High School and managed 
Lathrop Senior Citizen Housing, 
f Aug. 23, 2004
Vincent S. Noonan, MS EMch, 
fOct. 11,2004
1974
Roger A. Hill, EMgt, was a 
member of Tau Kappa Epsilon 
while attending MSM-UMR. 
Hill was an engineer in the 
petroleum industry, working 
for Getty Oil Co. and 
Commerce Bank, and was a professor at 
the University of Houston, f  July 25, 2004
Michael D. Rousselot, EMgt, was a 
member of Phi Kappa Theta while attending 
MSM-UMR. He was a senior project 
engineer for Swinerton Builders of Arvada, 
Colo, t  Oct. 17, 2004
1976
Frank E. Janson, MS CE, f June 30, 2004
1981
Charles P. Finnell, Psyc, f  July 10, 2004
1982
Karen Kay (Durso) Tracy, ME, worked 
at Honeywell for 22 years as a project 
management team leader. fSept. 10, 2004
1983
Michael Albrecht, ME,
worked for Ford Motor Co. 
in Dearborn, Mich., in the 
environmental and emissions 
group. fOct. 12, 2004
1989
Gary Gaither, MS CE, was employed by 
H.L. Yoh in St. Louis as a civil engineer. 
Gaither served in the Marine Corps and 
was a Vietnam War veteran, f July 27, 2004
1992
Brian S. Snow, EMgt, MS 
EMgt’94, was a member 
of Sigma Pi while attending 
MSM-UMR. f Nov. 7, 2004
1997
Jonathan Dean Howell, ME,
fSept. 29, 2004
2000
Shannon Keo Knoepflein, EE, was
employed at Kentucky Cooperidge as a 
plant engineer for the Kentucky Division of 
Independent Stave Co. He and his wife, 
Nancy (Koelpin), EE’00, were married on 
Sept. 8, 2001. +Aug. 1, 2004
2003
Daniel P. Walsh, EE, was an enthusiastic 
volunteer for the Kirkwood Theatre Guild. 
Walsh worked as an electrical engineer for 
EDI Acoustical Consulting. fAug. 3, 2004
Correction:
The photo of 
Harvey W. Meir
in the summer 
2004 memorials 
was incorrect.
The photo printed 
was of Howard 
Meier. Harvey W.
Meier, ME’50, 
pictured, was a member of Gamma 
Delta and ASME while attending 
MSM-UMR, then served in the 
Navy during World War II. Meir 
worked as an engineer-designer for 
A.O. Smith until 1968, then founded 
Meier Technical Associates, a 
manufacturer’s representative and 
engineering consulting company 
based in Florissant. He was a trustee 
of Atonement Lutheran Church of 
Florissant. fDec. 30, 2003
T o  f ic y
for publishing Alumni Notes
•  We are happy to announce weddings, births 
and promotions, after they have occurred.
•  We will mention a spouse's name if it is 
specifically mentioned in the information 
provided by the alumnus/alumna.
•  The MSM-UMR Alumnus w ill announce deaths, 
if information is submitted by an immediate 
family member, or from a newspaper obituary. 
Notification of deaths that have occurred more 
than two years before the date of publication 
will not be published unless a special request is 
made by a family member.
•  Obituary information on alumni spouses w ill be 
printed only if the alumnus/alumna specifically 
requests that we print it.
•  We w ill print addresses if specifically requested 
to do so by the alumnus/alumna submitting
the note.
•  We reserve the right to edit alumni notes to 
meet space requirements.
•  We will use submitted photos as space permits.
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enise (D ino) Guth
Jack Guth at work on the 
Rolla Building.
high by 3 feet wide, the 15-foot-long mural will 
depict scenes from the campus's history. The first 
panel incorporates UMR's oldest structure, the 
Rolla Building, in the background, as well as 
scenes from turn-of-the-century campus life. Later 
panels will progress through the campus's history 
in two-decade increments featuring backgrounds 
of the Chancellor's Residence, early fraternity 
houses, Jackling Gymnasium and Parker Hall, 
and will depict student activities and dress, early 
St. Pat's celebrations, the post-World War II boom 
and the campus expansion of the 1960s into the 
modern era of solar cars and, of course, the 
structure that will house his work.
It won't be the first time Guth's art has found 
a home on campus -  some of his earlier works 
can be seen in the alumni association offices and 
his fraternity, Sigma Nu -  but it will be his 
biggest project for UMR. Guth, who works with 
acrylic paints, thought a history of the campus 
during the 20th century a fitting theme, because 
"I graduated in the middle of the century.''
For this project, Guth tried to draw on the work 
of Missouri's most famous artist, Thomas Hart 
Benton, whose mural of Missouri history graces 
the Missouri State Capitol in Jefferson City.
But "it just wasn't my style and I could never 
approach Benton's genius," he says. So he is 
going with his own technique of a contemporary 
collage. The result will be a mural that is "kind 
of modern, but I bring a lot of history in it."
When the five-panel "MSM/UMR 20th 
Century" is unveiled at the Havener Center 
during this fall's Homecoming, Guth and his 
work of art will also become integral parts of 
the MSM-UMR story.
PHOTOS BY CHRIS MARCHETTI
Jack Guth, CE'50, has always been an 
artist at heart -  even as a schoolboy. "I used to 
get in trouble in school for doodling in the 
margins," he says. After a successful career in 
the Navy and with his own company in the 
Washington, D.C., area, Guth decided to pursue 
his passion for painting in 1990. He closed his 
ocean engineering business, Coast Survey Ltd., 
and moved from Herndon, Va., to Jerome, Ariz., 
to live the artist's life.
"I said, 'I'm going to paint for a year and 
see if I do any good.' After 50 paintings, I ended 
up throwing most of them away."
But he stuck with the plan, and five years 
later he and his wife, Denise (Dino), opened 
Queen's Neighbor Art Gallery in Jerome.
Since then, he's made it to the big leagues 
with a series of 15 large "great moments in 
baseball" paintings that adorn the Arizona 
Diamondbacks' Bank One Ballpark. And now he's 
giving back to the university that helped him 
launch his professional career with a mural-sized 
work of art to be displayed in the Havener Center.
Titled "MSM/UMR 20th Century," the 
painting will likely hang in the Havener Center 
dining area. Consisting of five panels, each 6 feet
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